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Wednesday 27th    5.30pm   

S.John, Apostle, Evangelist  

Let the just rejoice in the Lord. 

Thursday 28th      7.30am 

The Holy Innocents, Martyrs  

Our soul has escaped like a bird 

from the hunters net 

Friday 29th           7.30am 

Let heaven and earth exult in joy! 

Saturday 30th    8am 

Let heaven and earth exult in joy! 

 

 

Entrance Hymn  

Lord Jesus Christ, You have come to us 

You are one with us, Mary's Son.  

Cleansing our souls from all their sins 

Pouring your love and goodness in, 

Jesus our love for you we sing, 

Living Lord.  

Lord Jesus Christ, now and every day 

Teach us how to pray, Son of God.  

You have commanded us to do 

This is remembrance, Lord, of You: 

Into our lives your power breaks thro’ 

Living Lord.  

Lord Jesus Christ, You have come to us, 

born as one of us, Mary's Son.  

Led out to die on Calvary, 

Risen from death to set us free, 

Living Lord Jesus, Help us see 

You are Lord.  

Lord Jesus Christ, I would come to 

you, live my life for you. Son of God.  

All your commands I know are true, 

Your many gifts will make me new, 

Into my life your power breaks thro’ 

Living Lord.  
                                                                 Patrick Appleford b 1924 
Entrance 
Drop down dew from above, you heavens, 

and let the clouds rain down the Just One; 

let the earth be opened and bring forth  

a Saviour. 

+ In the Name of the Father and of the  

Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 

 

 

 

  

 

Accepting the Word of God 

The Gospel story of the annunciation to 

Mary is dear to the Christian tradition. It is 

not often noticed, however, that Mary does 

not arrive at her commitment to the Word  

of God easily. When the angel Gabriel first 

greets her: ‘Rejoice, so highly favoured!’, 

her reaction is one of silence and 

puzzlement. Reading the story from the 

perspective of Mary, one can understand  

her state of mind. The writer reports it 

succinctly: ‘She was deeply disturbed by 

these words and asked herself what this 

greeting could mean’. 

Gabriel, the angel of the Lord who already 

knows of God’s plan for her explains: she is 

to be the mother of the Messiah. Notice that 

there is nothing in this first description of 

Mary’s future child that could not be 

understood by Mary, the first century Jewish 

girl: ‘He will rule over the House of Jacob 

forever’. If there was to be a Messiah for the 

Jews, someone would necessarily be his 

Mother. However, she moves beyond her 

puzzlement into reason. Mary is being asked 

to be the Mother of the Messiah, but in 

Mary’s present virginal situation such a birth 

is impossible: ‘How can this come about, 

since I am a virgin?’ She has moved from 

consternation to a very reasonable question. 

The angel Gabriel responds to Mary’s 

reasonable question with a further 

description of the child to be born. This 

description cannot be understood within the 

traditional language of Jewish messianic 

hopes: ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you 

and the power of the most high will cover 

you with its shadow. And so the child will  

be holy and will be called the Son of God’. 

None of this is ‘possible’, but through the 

sign of another physical ‘impossibility’,  

the pregnancy of Mary’s aged kinswoman, 

Elizabeth, the angel announces: ‘Nothing is 

impossible to God’. Only now can Mary see 

that she has been caught up into God’s 

design. Once that is clear to her — but only 

then — can she show her total preparedness 

to accept the strangeness of God’s ways: 

‘Let what you have said be done to me’. 

Two remarkable stories are being told in 

today’s Gospel. There is, above all, the story 

of God’s new creation. God enters the 

human story in a new creation. As the Spirit 

of God hovered over the initial creation (see 

Gen 1:2), now the Spirit of God is present as 

a virgin accepts God’s gift of his Son. But 

there is also the story of the process of a 

human being’s gradual response to God’s 

presence in the events of our lives. 

How often, when God’s designs break into 

my life, am I left speechless and puzzled! I 

can be encouraged that the first to place all 

her trust in the gift of Jesus, his Mother, also 

began her journey of faith in the same way. 

The unexpected then calls for an answer. 

And so I often ask, with Mary: ‘Why me... 

How’? But too infrequently am I prepared to 

join Mary in seeing through the limitations 

of my shock and my logical search for a 

satisfactory explanation: ‘Let what you have 

said be done to me’. May the mystery of this 

Christmass lead us all more deeply away 

from our own petty plans. May we join 

Mary’s unconditional response to the 

mysterious ways of our God, who has shown 

his love in the gift of his Son.  

 

S.Stephens Day 
Next Tuesday 26th December.  

Sung Mass at 9am  

followed by brunch.  

Please come and share in our feast of title. 

Sunday 24th December 

7.00 pm Kid’s Mass 

11.30 pm Solemn Mass 
& Blessing of the Crib 

 

Monday 25th December 
 

9.00 am Sung Mass 
 

Tuesday 26th December 
Boxing Day  

 
First Martyr 

9.00am Sung Mass  
 



 

 

REFLECTION 

You sometimes hear people say,  
‘I always find Christmas Day a lonely day.’ 

I think what they are really saying is: 

‘I always feel lonely on Christmas day.’ 
Loneliness is caused chiefly by two things: 

absence and emptiness.  
Let us spare a thought, a prayer,  
and maybe a visit for someone 

 who will spend Christmas alone. 
And if while spending Christmas in the 

midst of others, we still feel lonely,  
let us not be alarmed.  

Our hearts are always longing for 
something more, or rather,  

for Someone else.  
In every human heart there is an  

empty chamber waiting for a guest.  
That guest is God. 

 

Lord's Prayer 

At the Saviour’s command and formed  

by divine teaching we dare to say: 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread,  

and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us,  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever.  Amen. 

Breaking of Bread  
We who are many are one body in Christ 
For we all share in the one bread. 

Lamb of God you take away the sins  

of the world: Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God you take away the sins  

of the world: Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God you take away the sins  

of the world: Grant us your Peace. 

Behold the Lamb of God, behold him  

who takes away the sins of the world.  

Blessed are those who are called to  

the supper of the Lamb. 

Lord, I am not worthy that you  

should enter under my roof,  

but only say the word                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

and my soul shall be healed. 

Holy Communion 

Communion: Behold, a Virgin shall conceive 

and bear a son; and his name will be called 

Emmanuel. 

Prayer: Having received this pledge of eternal 

redemption, we pray, almighty God, that,  

as the feast day of our salvation draws ever 

nearer, so we may press forward all the more 

eagerly to the worthy celebration of the 

mystery of your Son’s Nativity. Who lives 

and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 

Father, we offer ourselves to you as  

a living sacrifice through Jesus Christ 

our lord. Send us out in the power of 

your Spirit to live and work to your 

praise and glory. Amen. 
 

Final Hymn  

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here 

until the Son of god appear. 

Rejoice! rejoice! Emmanuel  

shall come to thee, O Israel 

O come, O come, thou Lord of might 

who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height 

in ancient times didst give the law 

in cloud and majesty and awe. 

O come, thou key of David, come,  

and open wide our heavenly home; 

make safe the way that leads on high 

and close the path to misery. 

O come, thou rod of Jesse, free 

thine own from Satan’s tyranny; 

from depths of hell thy people save 

and give them victory o’er the grave. 
                                                                    Advent Antiphons 

The Blessing  
The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 

May the Lord who blessed the womb of  

the Blessed Virgin Mary make your lives 

fruitful in good works. Amen. 

May we be made ready, by God’s grace,  

to welcome Christ when he comes. Amen. 

May the Lord gladden our hearts by his 

coming to dwell among us. Amen. 

And may the blessing of almighty God, 

the Father, and the Son, + and the  

Holy Spirit, come down on you and  

remain with you for ever. Amen. 

Go in peace glorifying the Lord by your life. 

Thanks be to God.  

Advent Wreath Prayers 
Blessed are you, Sovereign Lord, merciful 

and gentle: to you be praise and glory 

forever! Your light has shone in our 

darkened world through the child-bearing of 

blessed Mary; grant that we who have seen 

your glory may daily be renewed in your 

image and prepared like her for the coming 

of your Son. Blessed be God forever. 

God our Father, the angel Gabriel told the 

Virgin Mary that she was to be the mother 

of your Son. Though afraid, Mary responded 

to your call with joy. Help us, whom you 

call to serve you, to share like her in your 

great work of bringing to our world your 

love and healing. We ask this through Jesus 

Christ, the Light who is coming into the 

world. Lord Jesus, Light of the world, 

blessed is Gabriel who brought good 

news; blessed is Mary your mother and 

ours. Bless your Church preparing for 

Christmass; and bless us your children 

who long for your coming. 

Penitential Rite 
We confess our sins and ask God’s mercy. 

Lord, you are full of compassion and love. 

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, you grant us your forgiveness. 

Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, you offer us your healing spirit. 

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

+ Almighty God have mercy on us,  

forgive us our sins and bring us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 

Collect 
Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord, your 

grace into our hearts, that we, to whom the 

Incarnation of Christ your Son was made 

known by the message of an Angel, may  

by his Passion and Cross be brought to the 

glory of his Resurrection. Who lives and 

reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Today’s Readings 
First Reading 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8-12, 14, 16 

God promises to give David a great name 

and a dynasty.  

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Second Reading Romans 16:25-27 

S.Paul tells us that Jesus is the revelation of 

a mystery that has been kept secret for ages. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

I am the servant of the Lord: 

may his will for me be done. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 

The Holy Gospel 
The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according  

to Luke 1:26-38 

+ Glory to you + Lord Jesus Christ + 

Mary is asked to trust God’s great promises 

and who wants to fulfil them through her. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 



 

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God,  

the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light,  

True God from True God,  

begotten, not made,  

of one being with the Father.  

Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven:  

by the power of the Holy Spirit  

He became incarnate from the  

Virgin Mary, and was made man.  

For our sake he was crucified  

under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven and is  

seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to  

judge the living and the dead,  

and his Kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father  

and the Son.  

With the Father and the Son  

he is worshipped and glorified.  

He has spoken through the Prophets.  

We believe in One Holy Catholic  

and Apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism  

for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection  

of the dead, and the life of the  

world to come. Amen. 

Prayer of the Faithful 

Let us pray that the world may be flooded 

with the grace of the Lord Jesus.  

You are light in our darkness.  

Come, Lord Jesus. 
Son of God, save us from our sins.  

Come, Lord Jesus. 
Son of Mary, deepen our love.  

Come, Lord Jesus. 
Bring hope into the lives of all people.  

Come, Lord Jesus. 
Give your peace to all nations.  

Come, Lord Jesus. 
Be the joy of all who love you.  

Come, Lord Jesus. 
Bring unity among all who believe in you.  

Come, Lord Jesus. 
Bless us as we gather here in your name.  

Come, Lord Jesus. 
Come to those who are sick, especially: 

Jan Whyte, Lani Fear, Stephanie Bower, 

Margaret Hepinstall, Anabelle Morrow, 

Jamie Stow, Jocelyn Caddies, Ruth Jones,  

John & Frances Moules, Geoff Borham, 

John & Norma McLeod, Barbara Winter, 

Linda Frost, Pam Platts, Dianne Taylor, 

Brenda Daish, Alan Joass, David Choon, 

Peter Williams, Colin Lee, Moira Oliver, 

Joyce Searl, John Russell, Geoffrey Lowe, 

Sheila & Derek Cahoon,  

Fr Chris Butterworth, 

Come, Lord Jesus. 
Lord Jesus, stay with us always and 

welcome into your kingdom those who  

have died, those whose memorials adorn  

our Church and all whose anniversary 

occurs at this time: Muriel Moir,  

Jack Coddington, Marjorie Farley,  

Joy Alterator, Rodney Essex,  

Lorraine Dickson, 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

Lord our God, take pity on our weakness. 

May your Son, at his coming, dispel the 

darkness of our hearts and world.  

We make this prayer through Christ  

our Lord. Amen. 

Greeting of Peace 
We are the Body of Christ 
His Spirit is with us. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you. 

 

Offertory Hymn  
The God Whom earth, and sea, and sky 

Adore, and laud, and magnify, 

Who o’er their threefold fabric reigns, 

The virgin’s spotless womb contains. 

The God Whose will by moon and sun 

And all things in due course is done, 

Is borne upon a maiden’s breast, 

By fullest heavenly grace possessed. 

How blest that mother, in whose shrine 

The great Artificer Divine, 

Whose hand contains the earth and sky, 

Vouchsafed, as in His ark, to lie! 

Blest, in the message Gabriel brought; 

Blest, by the work the Spirit wrought: 

From whom the Great Desire of earth 

Took human flesh and human birth. 

O Jesu, virgin-born, to Thee! 

Eternal praise and glory be, 

Whom with the father we adore 

and Holy Spirit evermore. 
                                                   Venantius Fortunatus 530-609 

 

Prayer over the Gifts 
Pray my brothers and sisters that our  

sacrifice may be acceptable to God,  

the Almighty Father. 

May the Lord accept the sacrifice  

at your hands for the praise and  

glory of his name, for our good,  

and the good of all his Church. 
May the Holy Spirit, O Lord, sanctify these 

gifts laid upon your altar, just as he filled 

with his power the womb of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary. Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Liturgy of the Eucharist  
The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him  

thanks and praise. 

The Preface is sung, after which all sing 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts, 

Heaven and earth  

are full of your glory 

Hosanna in the Highest. 

Blest is he who comes  

In the Name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the Highest. 

The Eucharistic prayer continues 
The mystery of faith: 

Christ has Died:  Christ is Risen: 

Christ will come again. 

The Prayer concludes:  

in songs of never ending praise: 

Blessing & honour & glory & power  

are yours forever and ever. Amen.  

 

  

  



 

Just so, the Son of Man did not come to be 
served but to serve and to give his life as a 
ransom for many” (Matthew 20:27-28). 

On another occasion the “sons of 
thunder” asked Jesus if they should  
not call down fire from heaven upon  
the inhospitable Samaritans, who  
would not welcome Jesus because  
he was on his way to Jerusalem.  
But Jesus “turned and rebuked them”  
(see Luke 9:51-55). 

On the first Easter, Mary Magdalene  
“ran and went to Simon Peter and to  
the other disciple whom Jesus loved,  
and told them, ‘They have taken the  
Lord from the tomb, and we don’t know  
where they put him’” (John 20:2). John 
recalls, perhaps with a smile, that he  
and Peter ran side by side, but then  
“the other disciple ran faster than Peter 
and arrived at the tomb first” (John 20:4b). 
He did not enter, but waited for Peter  
and let him go in first. “Then the other 
disciple also went in, the one who had 
arrived at the tomb first, and he saw  
and believed” (John 20:8). 

John was with Peter when the first  
great miracle after the Resurrection 
took place—the cure of the man crippled 
from birth—which led to their spending 
the night in jail together. The mysterious 
experience of the Resurrection is perhaps 
best contained in the words of Acts: 
“Observing the boldness of Peter and John 
and perceiving them to be uneducated, 
ordinary men, they [the questioners] were 
amazed, and they recognized them as the 
companions of Jesus” (Acts 4:13). 

The Apostle John is traditionally 
considered the author of the Fourth 
Gospel, three New Testament letters 
and the Book of Revelation. His Gospel  
is a very personal account. He sees the 

glorious and divine Jesus already in the 
incidents of his mortal life. At the Last 
Supper, John’s Jesus speaks as if he  
were already in heaven. It is the Gospel 
of Jesus’ glory. 

It is a long way from being eager to sit 
on a throne of power or to call down  
fire from heaven to becoming the man 
who could write: “The way we came  
to know love was that he laid down  
his life for us; so we ought to lay down 
our lives for our brothers” (1 John 3:16). 

A persistent story says John's 
"parishioners" grew tired of his one 
sermon, which relentlessly emphasized: 
"Love one another." Whether the story  
is true or not, it has basis in John's 
writing. He wrote what may be called  
a summary of the Bible: "We have come 
to know and to believe in the love God 
has for us. God is love, and whoever 
remains in love remains in God and 
God in him" (1 John 4:16). 

 

 

A Dwelling Place for God 

King David wanted to build 
a fine temple in which God would  

dwell among the people.  

But God did not choose a building  
made of stones and mortar  

for a dwelling place  
but the womb of the virgin Mary. 

God continues to dwell among us  
in Mary’s son, Jesus Christ,  
whose body is the Church. 

Let us pray for a deepening of faith  
this Christmas that we, like Mary,  

may continue to give  
Christ to the world. 

 

This Week’s Holy Days  

December 26 
S.Stephen 

All we know  
of Stephen is found 
in Acts  
of the Apostles, 
chapters Six  
and Seven.  
It is enough  
to tell us what kind 
of man he was: At 
that time, as the 
number  
of disciples 
continued to grow, 
the Hellenist (Greek-
speaking) Christians 
complained about 
the Hebrew-

speaking Christians, saying  
that their widows were being neglected 
in the daily distribution. So the Twelve 
called together the community of the 
disciples and said, “It is not right for us 
to neglect the word of God to serve at 
table. Brothers, select from among you 
seven reputable men, filled with the  
Spirit and wisdom, whom we shall 
appoint to this task, whereas we shall 
devote ourselves to prayer and to the 
ministry of the word.” The proposal  
was acceptable to the whole community, 
so they chose Stephen, a man filled with 
faith and the Holy Spirit... (Acts 6:1-5). 

Acts says that Stephen was a man filled 
with grace and power, who worked 
great wonders among the people. 
Certain Jews, members of the 
Synagogue of Roman Freedmen, 
debated with Stephen but proved no 
match for the wisdom and spirit with 
which he spoke. They persuaded others 

to make the charge of blasphemy against 
him. He was seized and carried before 
the Sanhedrin. 

In his speech, Stephen recalled God’s 
guidance through Israel’s history,  
as well as Israel’s idolatry and 
disobedience. He then claimed that his 
persecutors were showing this same 
spirit. “You always oppose the holy 
Spirit; you are just like your ancestors” 
(Acts 7:51b). 

His speech brought anger from the 
crowd. “But Stephen, filled with the 
holy Spirit, looked up intently to  
heaven and saw the glory of God and 
Jesus standing at the right hand of God,  
and he said, ‘Behold, I see the heavens 
opened and the Son of Man standing  
at the right hand of God....’ They threw 
him out of the city, and began to stone 
him.... As they were stoning Stephen,  
he called out, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit.... Lord, do not hold this sin 
against them’” (Acts 7:55-56, 58a, 59, 60b). 

“The witnesses laid down their cloaks at  
the feet of a young man named Saul.... 

 “Now Saul was consenting to his execution. 
On that day there broke out a severe 
persecution of the church in Jerusalem.... 
Saul, meanwhile, was trying  
to destroy the church; entering house after 
house and dragging out men and women,  
he handed them over for imprisonment.... 

“Still breathing murderous threats against  
the disciples of the Lord...as he was nearing 
Damascus, a light from the sky suddenly 
flashed around Saul. He fell to the ground 
and heard a voice saying to him, ‘Saul,  
Saul, why are you persecuting me?’  
He said, ‘Who are you, sir?’ The reply  
came, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are 
persecuting’ ” (Acts 7). 



“She was found with child 

 through the Holy Spirit.” 

The Holy Child. 
By the Holy Spirit. 
“The Holy Ghost 

over the bent world 
broods with warm breast 

and with ah! bright wings.” 
Brightly caring, watching, 

always at hand, 
warming the world 

with love. 
God with us. 

God, be with us, 
be born in us soon, 

soon. 
Gerard Manley Hopkins from “God’s 

Grandeur 

 

Stephen died as Jesus did: falsely 
accused, brought to unjust condemnation 
because he spoke the truth fearlessly. He 
died with his eyes trustfully fixed on 
God, and with a prayer of forgiveness on 
his lips.  
A “happy” death is one that finds us  
in the same spirit, whether our dying  
is as quiet as Joseph’s or as violent as 
Stephen’s: dying with courage, total trust 
and forgiving love. 

December 27 
S.John the Apostle 

It is God 
who calls; 
human 
beings 
answer. 
The 
vocation 
of John 
and his 
brother 
James is 
stated 
very 
simply in 

the Gospels, along with that of Peter and 
his brother Andrew: Jesus called them; 
they followed. The absoluteness of their 
response is indicated by the account. 
James and John “were in a boat, with 
their father Zebedee, mending their nets. 
He called them, and immediately they 
left their boat and their father and 
followed him” (Matt 4:21-22). 

For the three former fishermen—Peter, 
James and John—that faith was to be 
rewarded by a special friendship with 
Jesus. They alone were privileged to be 
present at the Transfiguration, the raising 
of the daughter of Jairus and  
the agony in Gethsemane. But John’s 

friendship was even more special. 
Tradition assigns to him the Fourth 
Gospel, although most modern 
Scripture scholars think it unlikely  
that the apostle and the evangelist  
are the same person. 

John’s own Gospel refers to him as  
“the disciple whom Jesus loved”  
(see John 13:23; 19:26; 20:2), the one  
who reclined next to Jesus at the Last 
Supper, and the one to whom he gave 
the exquisite honour, as he stood 
beneath the cross, of caring for his 
mother. “Woman, behold your son.... 
Behold, your mother” (John 19:26b, 27b). 

Because of the depth of his Gospel, John 
is usually thought of as the eagle of 
theology, soaring in high regions that 
other writers did not enter. But the ever-
frank Gospels reveal some very human 
traits. Jesus gave James and John the 
nickname, “sons of thunder.” While it  
is difficult to know exactly what this 
meant, a clue is given in two incidents. 

In the first, as Matthew tells it, their 
mother asked that they might sit in the 
places of honour in Jesus’ kingdom—
one on his right hand, one on his left. 
When Jesus asked them if they could 
drink the cup he would drink and be 
baptized with his baptism of pain, they 
blithely answered, “We can!” Jesus said 
that they would indeed share his cup, 
but that sitting at his right hand was not 
his to give. It was for those to whom it 
had been reserved by the Father. The 
other apostles were indignant at the 
mistaken ambition of the brothers, and 
Jesus took the occasion to teach them 
the true nature of authority: “Whoever 
wishes to be first among you shall be your 
slave. 

December 28 

The Holy Innocents  

Herod “the Great,” king of Judea, was 
unpopular with his people because of 
his connections with the Romans and 
his religious indifference. Hence he was 
insecure and fearful of any threat to his 
throne.  
He was a master politician and a tyrant 
capable of extreme brutality. He killed 
his wife, his brother and his sister’s two 
husbands, to name only a few. 

Matthew 2:1-18 tells this story: Herod 
was “greatly troubled” when astrologers 
from the east came asking the 
whereabouts of “the newborn king of the 
Jews,” whose star they had seen. They 
were told that the Jewish Scriptures 
named Bethlehem as the place where 
the Messiah would be born. Herod 
cunningly told them to report back to 
him so that he could also “do him 
homage.” They found Jesus, offered him 
their gifts and, warned by an angel, 
avoided Herod on their way home. 
Jesus escaped to Egypt. 

Herod became furious and “ordered the 
massacre of all the boys in Bethlehem and its 
vicinity two years old and under.” The 
horror of the massacre and the 
devastation of the mothers and fathers 
led Matthew to quote Jeremiah: “A voice 
was heard in Ramah, sobbing and loud 
lamentation; Rachel weeping for her 
children...” (Matthew 2:18). Rachel was 
the wife of Jacob/Israel. She is pictured 
as weeping at the place where the 
Israelites were herded together by the 
conquering Assyrians for their march 
into captivity. The Holy Innocents are 
few, in comparison to the genocide and 
abortion of our day. But even if there 
had been only one, we recognize the 
greatest treasure God put on the earth—
a human person, destined for eternity 
and graced by Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. 

"Purify us as we serve these, your mysteries, 
by which you grant justification even to 
those who lack understanding"  
(Prayer Over the Gifts Holy Innocents). 

 

 

 


