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This Week 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 

 Mass at 7.30am;  

Wednesday 5.30pm, Saturday 8.00am 

 Monday 11th  

In God is my safety and my glory.  

Tuesday 12th  

Most Holy Name of Mary  
O blessed Virgin Mary,  

you carried the Son of the eternal Father. 

Wednesday 13th  

S.John Chrysostom, Bishop, Doctor  

Here am I, Lord; 

I come to do your will. 

Thursday 14th  

Exaltation of the Holy Cross  
Do not forget the works of the Lord!  

10am Mothers Union  

Friday 15th  

Our Lady of Sorrows  
Save me, O Lord,  

in your steadfast love. 

Saturday 16th   

S.Cornelius, Pope, Martyr &  

S.Cyprian, Bishop, Martyr 

Those who sow in tears, 

 shall reap with shouts of joy. 

 

Entrance Hymn  

Let us sing to the God of salvation, 

let us sing to the Lord our rock! 

Let us come to his house  

with thanksgiving, 

let us come before the Lord &sing! 

Praise our Maker, 

Praise our Saviour, 

Praise the Lord our everlasting King. 

Every throne must bow before him, 

God is Lord of everything! 

In his hands are the earth’s places 

and the strength of the hills is his; 

all the sea is the Lord’s, for he made it 

By his hands the dry land was formed 

Let us worship the Lord our Maker, 

let us kneel to the Lord our God; 

for we all are the sheep of his pasture, 

he will guide us by his powerful hand. 

Let today be the time  

when you hear him! 

May our hearts not be hard or cold, 

lest we stray from the Lord  

in rebellion, 

as his people did in time of old. 
                                              Richard Thomas Bewes 1934-  

 

Communion: Like the deer that yearns for 

running streams, so my soul is yearning for 

you, my God; my soul is thirsting for God, 

the living God. 

Prayer: Grant that your faithful, O Lord, 

whom you nourish and endow with life 

through the food of your Word and  

heavenly Sacrament, may so benefit 

from your beloved Son’s great gifts that  

we may merit an eternal share in his life.  

Who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

Father, we offer ourselves to you as a 

living sacrifice through Jesus Christ 

our lord. Send us out in the power of 

your Spirit to live and work to your 

praise and glory. Amen. 

 
The Blessing 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 
May the love of God strengthen you  

in humble faith. 

May the truth of God give you courage  

to proclaim the gospel. 

May the compassion of God  

make you eager to serve. 

And may the blessing of almighty God,  

the Father, and the Son, + and Holy Spirit, 

come down on you and remain with you  

for ever. Amen. 

Go in peace glorifying the Lord by your life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Mother’s Union 

meets this Thursday at 10am. 

Girls Night Out 

This Monday 11th September, 6.30pm  

at the Gates Hotel. RSVP Julie Livingstone. 

 

Final Hymn 
Praise, my soul, the King of Heaven; 

To His feet thy tribute bring. 

Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven 

Evermore His praises sing: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise the everlasting King. 

Praise Him for His grace and favour 

To our fathers in distress. 

Praise Him still the same as ever, 

Slow to chide, and swift to bless. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Glorious in His faithfulness. 

Father-like He tends and spares us; 

Well our feeble frame He knows. 

In His hands He gently bears us, 

Rescues us from all our foes. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Widely yet His mercy flows. 

Frail as summer’s flower we flourish 

Blows the wind and it is gone; 

But while mortals rise and perish 

Our God lives unchanging on, 

Praise Him, Praise Him, Alleluia 

Praise the High Eternal One! 

Angels, help us to adore Him; 

Ye behold Him face to face; 

Sun & moon, bow down before Him 

Dwellers all in time and space. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise with us the God of grace. 
                              Psalm 103 Henry Francis Lyte 1793-1847 

Next Sunday: 17th September 2017AD 

 Ordinary Sunday 24 

9.00 am Sung Mass 

5.30 pm Mass 

 



 

 

Prayer over the Gifts 
Pray my brothers and sisters that my 

sacrifice and yours may be acceptable  

to God, the almighty Father. 
May the Lord accept the sacrifice  

at your hands for the praise and  

glory of his name, for our good,  

and the good of all his holy Church. 

O god, who give us the gift of true prayer 

and of peace, graciously grant that, 

through this offering, we may do fitting 

homage to your divine majesty and, by 

partaking of the sacred mystery, we may 

be faithfully unite in mind and heart. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Liturgy of the Eucharist  
The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him  

thanks and praise. 

The Preface is sung, after which all sing 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts, 

Heaven and earth  

are full of your glory 

Hosanna in the Highest. 

Blest is he who comes  

In the Name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the Highest. 

The Eucharistic prayer continues 
The mystery of faith: 

Christ has Died:  Christ is Risen: 

Christ will come again. 

The Prayer concludes:  
in songs of never ending praise: 

Blessing & honour & glory & power  

are yours forever and ever. Amen.  

Lord's Prayer 

At the Saviour’s command and formed  

by divine teaching we dare to say: 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread,  

and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us,  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power  

and the glory are yours,  

now and forever. Amen. 
Breaking of Bread  
We who are many are one body in Christ 

For we all share in the one bread. 

Lamb of God you take away the sins  

of the world: Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God you take away the sins  

of the world: Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God you take away the sins  

of the world: Grant us peace. 

Behold the Lamb of God, behold him  

who takes away the sins of the world.  

Blessed are those who are called to  

the supper of the Lamb. 

Lord, I am not worthy that you should 

enter under my roof, but only say the  

word and my soul shall be healed. 

 

     Holy Communion  

Entrance: You are just, O Lord, and  

your judgment is right; treat your servant  

in accord with your merciful love. 

+ In the Name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  
Penitential Rite  
Let us acknowledge our failure to love  

and our need of God’s mercy. 

Lord, you are the lover of all. 

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, you come to heal our wounded hearts. 

Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, you forgive us  

even when we can’t forgive ourselves.  

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
+ Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive  

us our sins and bring us to everlasting life.  

                                                       Amen. 

Gloria in Excelsis      

Glory to God in the highest and on  

earth peace to people of good will. 

We praise you, we bless you,  

we adore you, we glorify you,  

we give you thanks for your great glory 

Lord God, heavenly King,  

O God, almighty Father. Glory to God...  

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God,  

Son of the Father, you take away  

the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  

you take away the sins of the world, 

receive our prayer; you are seated  

at the right hand of the Father,  

have mercy on us.    Glory to God … 

For you alone are the Holy One,  

you alone are the Lord,  

you alone are the Most High,  

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father.                                  

Glory to God … Amen. 

Collect 
O God, by whom we are redeemed and 

receive adoption, look graciously upon your 

beloved sons and daughters, that those who 

believe in Christ may receive true freedom 

and an everlasting inheritance. Through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 

reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Today’s Readings 
First Reading Ezekiel 33:7-9 

The prophet is appointed to speak out in  

the name of God and to confront difficult 

situations and people. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Second Reading Romans 13:8-10  
Love can never be detrimental to the other  

and lies at the heart of all the commandments. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
God was in Christ,  

to reconcile the world to himself; 

and the Good News of reconciliation 

he has entrusted to us. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 

The Holy Gospel 
The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according  

to S.Matthew 18:15-20 

+ Glory to you + Lord Jesus Christ + 

Jesus gives instructions  

on how to deal with  

difficulties within the  

Christian community.  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you,  

Lord Jesus Christ.  



 Liturgy of Baptism 

Welcome to all who join us this morning 
for the Baptism of  

Fletcher Cecil deSilva 
and our congratulations to those who 

have undertaken the joyous task of being 
his God-parents. 

******** 

The priest introduces the Sacrament of Baptism, 

asking the parents and sponsors if they are willing 
to help and encourage the candidate.  

They reply: I am willing. 

Let us pray to God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, that he will grant to this child that 

which by nature he cannot have; that he may 

be baptized with water and the Holy Spirit, 

received into Christ’s holy Church, and made 

a living member of the same.  

Heavenly Father, we thank you that  

in your great love you have called us  

to know you and to trust in you. 

Increase this knowledge and strengthen 

our faith. Give your Holy Spirit to this 

child that he may be born again and 

may inherit your eternal Kingdom.  

We ask this through Jesus Christ  

our Lord. Amen. 

The Decision 
Those who bring young children to be 

baptized must declare, on behalf of the 

children, allegiance to Christ and rejection  

of all that is evil: the devil and all his works, 

the empty display and false values of the 

world, and the sinful desires of the flesh. 

Therefore I ask you to answer on behalf  

of this child:  

Do you turn to Christ?  

I turn to Christ. 

Do you repent of your sins? 

I repent of my sins? 

Do you renounce evil?  

I renounce evil. 

Signing with the Sign of the Cross 
The priest makes the sign of the cross on the 

forehead of the child, saying, 

I sign you with the sign of the cross to show 

that you are to be true to Christ crucified and 

that you are not to be ashamed to confess 

your faith in him.   

Fight bravely under his banner 

against sin, the world, and the devil, 

and continue Christ’s faithful soldier 

and servant to your life’s end. 

Anointing before Baptism 
The priest anoints the child with the oil of 

Catechumens, symbolic of Christ’s strength 
given in Baptism 

Profession of Faith 

You have brought this child for baptism. 

You must now declare before God and his 

Church the Christian faith into which he is 

to be baptized, and in which you will help 

him to grow. Therefore I ask you to answer 

on behalf of this child: 

Do you believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth? 

I believe and trust in him. 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only  

Son our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, was 

crucified, died, and was buried, rose from 

the dead, and is now seated at the right hand 

of the Father? 

I believe and trust in him. 

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy 

Catholic Church; the communion of saints;  

the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of 

the body, and life everlasting? 

I believe and trust in him. 

The priest says to the congregation: 

This is the faith of the Church 

All join in saying, This is our faith.  

We believe and trust in one God,  

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

 

The Baptism 
The priest then takes the child and having asked 

his name, baptizes him saying, N….I baptize 

you in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

Anointing with Chrism 
The child is anointed with Chrism, a sign of 

being identified with Christ who was anointed  

by the Father as priest, prophet and king. 

Clothing with White Garment 
A White Garment is placed on the child as he  

is called to retain unspoiled his new dignity  
as a follower of Christ. 

Giving of the Lighted Candle 
The priest lights a candle for the child from  

the Easter Candle, which represents Christ.  

The candle signifies that we all share in the light 

and life of Jesus. The priest says to the child: 

God has called you out of darkness  

into his marvellous light. 

The people join the priest in saying 

Shine as a light in the world  

to the glory of God the Father. 

Prayer of Invocation 
The priest touches the child’s ears and mouth, 

praying that he will be open and responsive to 

God in his life. 

The Welcome 
The priest presents the newly baptized 
God has called you into his Church. 

We therefore receive and welcome you 

as a fellow member of the body of 

Christ, as a child of the same heavenly 

Father, and as inheritor with us of the 

kingdom of God. 

Greeting of Peace 
We are the Body of Christ 
His Spirit is with us. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 

And also with you. 

Offertory Hymn 
All creatures of our God and King 

Lift up your voice and with us sing, 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Thou burning sun with golden beam, 

Thou silver moon with softer gleam! 

O praise Him! O praise Him! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Thou rushing wind that art so strong 

Ye clouds that sail in Heaven along, 

O praise Him! Alleluia! 

Thou rising moon, in praise rejoice, 

Ye lights of evening, find a voice! 

Thou flowing water, pure and clear, 

Make music for thy Lord to hear, 

O praise Him! Alleluia! 

Thou fire so masterful and bright, 

That givest man both warmth and light. 

Dear mother earth, who day by day 

Unfoldest blessings on our way, 

O praise Him! Alleluia! 

The flowers & fruits that in thee grow 

Let them His glory also show. 

And everyone of tender heart, 

Forgiving others, take your part, 

O sing ye! Alleluia! 

Ye who long pain and sorrow bear, 

Praise God & on Him cast your care! 

And thou most kind and gentle Death, 

Waiting to hush our latest breath, 

O praise Him! Alleluia! 

Thou leadest home the child of God, 

& Christ our Lord the way hath trod. 

Let all things their Creator bless, 

And worship Him in humbleness, 

O praise Him! Alleluia! 

Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, 

And praise the Spirit, Three in One! 
                “Canticle of the Sun” Francis of Assisi 1182-1226 

 

 

 

 

 



Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God,  

the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light,  

True God from True God,  

begotten, not made,  

of one being with the Father.  

Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven:  

by the power of the Holy Spirit  

He became incarnate from the  

Virgin Mary, and was made man.  

For our sake he was crucified  

under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven and is  

seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to  

judge the living and the dead,  

and his Kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father  

and the Son.  

With the Father and  

the Son he is worshipped and glorified.  

He has spoken through the Prophets.  

We believe in One Holy Catholic  

and Apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism  

for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection  

of the dead, and the life of the  

world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful  

We turn to our heavenly Father  

and put our needs before him. 

+ For our Diocese as we seek a new 

Bishop: that God would raise up a good  

and holy pastor to shepherd our people.  

Lord, hear us: Lord, hear our prayer.  

+ For the Church: may we bear witness to 

the presence of our merciful God in a world 

damaged by cruelty and injustice. 

+ For the world: that leaders and 

governments will work a just and  

truthful society.  

+ That the life and love we share together 

be strengthened and enriched. 

+ For all who suffer in body, mind and 

spirit: may the power of your love bring 

them healing and wholeness; especially:  

Dianne Johnson, John & Norma McLeod, 

Tony Cupit, Julie Morris, Joan Houston, 

Dianne Taylor, Brenda Daish, Joyce Searl 

David Choon, Stephanie Bower,  

Colin Lee, Moira Oliver, Jocelyn Caddies, 

Lani Fear, Ruth Margetich, Pam Platts, 

Ruth Jones, Alex Salomon, Madge Hoy, 

Linda Frost, Helen Waterhouse,  

Barbara Winter, Sr Pamela Elam, 

+ For those who have died recently:  

Bruce Dickson, Denis Bird,  

and all whose anniversary occurs at this 

time: Les Hodgkinson, Nance Sage,  

Emily Saunders,  

may they have refreshment, light and peace.  

+ Rejoicing in the company and prayers  

of the Blessed Virgin Mary, S.Joseph, 

S.Stephen our Patron, and all the saints  

we offer in silence our own needs and 

thanksgivings.  

Lord, hear our prayers, give us the mind  

of Christ, that we may know your will  

and live our lives in joyful hope,  

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

This Week’s Holy Days 
September 13  
S.John Chrysostom d.407 

The ambiguity  
and intrigue 
surrounding  
John, the great 
preacher (his name 
means "golden-
mouthed") from 
Antioch, are 
characteristic of 

the life of any great man in a capital city. 
Brought to Constantinople after a dozen 
years of priestly service in Syria, John 
found himself the reluctant victim of  
an imperial ruse to make him bishop in 
the greatest city of the empire. Ascetic, 
unimposing but dignified, and troubled 
by stomach ailments from his desert 
days as a monk, John became a 
bishop under the cloud of imperial 
politics. 

If his body was weak, his tongue was 
powerful. The content of his sermons, 
his exegesis of Scripture, were never 
without a point. Sometimes the point 
stung the high and mighty. Some 
sermons lasted up to two hours. 

His lifestyle at the imperial court was  
not appreciated by many courtiers.  
He offered a modest table to episcopal 
sycophants hanging around for imperial  
and ecclesiastical favours. John deplored  
the court protocol that accorded him 
precedence before the highest state 
officials. He would not be a kept man. 

His zeal led him to decisive action. 
Bishops who bribed their way into  
office were deposed. Many of his 
sermons called for concrete steps to 
share wealth with the poor.  

The rich did not appreciate hearing 
from John that private property existed 
because of Adam's fall from grace any 
more than married men liked to hear 
that they were bound to marital fidelity 
just as much as their wives were.  

When it came to justice and charity,  
John acknowledged no double 
standards. Aloof, energetic, outspoken, 
especially when he became excited in 
the pulpit, John was a sure target for 
criticism and personal trouble. He was 
accused of gorging himself secretly  
on rich wines and fine foods. His 
faithfulness as spiritual director to the 
rich widow, Olympia, provoked much 
gossip attempting to prove him a 
hypocrite where wealth and chastity 
were concerned. His actions taken 
against unworthy bishops in Asia 
Minor were viewed by others as a 
greedy, uncanonical extension of his 
authority. 

Two prominent people who personally 
undertook to discredit John were 
Theophilus, Archbishop of Alexandria,  
and Empress Eudoxia. Theophilus 
feared the growth in importance of the 
Bishop of Constantinople and charged 
John with fostering heresy. Theophilus 
and other angered bishops were 
supported by Eudoxia. The empress 
resented John’s sermons contrasting 
gospel values with the excesses of 
imperial court life.  
Whether intended or not, sermons 
mentioning the lurid Jezebel (1 Kings 
9:1—21:23) and impious Herodias  
(Mark 6:17-29) were associated with 
the empress, who finally did manage  
to have John exiled. He died in exile  
in 407. 
  



 

 

 
September 14  
The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

Early in the fourth 
century S.Helena,  
mother of the 
Roman Emperor 
Constantine, went 
to Jerusalem in 
search of the holy 
places of Christ's 
life. She razed the 

Temple of Aphrodite, which tradition 
held was built over the Saviour’s tomb, 
and her son built the Basilica of the Holy 
Sepulchre over the tomb. During the 
excavation, workers found three crosses. 
Legend has it that the one on which Jesus 
died was identified when its touch healed 
a dying woman. The cross immediately 
became an object of veneration. At a 
Good Friday celebration in Jerusalem 
toward the end of the fourth century, 
according to an eyewitness, the wood 
was taken out of its silver container and 
placed on a table together with the 
inscription Pilate ordered placed above 
Jesus' head: Then "all the people pass 
through one by one; all of them bow 
down, touching the cross and the 
inscription, first with their foreheads, 
then with their eyes; and, after  
kissing the cross, they move on." 
To this day the Eastern Churches, 
Catholic and Orthodox alike, 
celebrate the Exaltation of the Holy 
Cross on the September anniversary 
of the basilica's dedication. The feast 
entered the Western calendar in the 
seventh century after Emperor 
Heraclius recovered the cross from 
the Persians, who had carried it off in 
614, 15 years earlier. According to the 
story, the emperor intended to carry 

the cross back into Jerusalem 
himself, but was unable to move 
forward until he took off his 
imperial garb and became a 
barefoot pilgrim. 

The cross is today the universal 
image of Christian belief. Countless 
generations of artists have turned it 
into a thing of beauty to be carried 
in procession or worn as jewellery. 
To the eyes of the first Christians, it 
had no beauty. It stood outside too 
many city walls, decorated only 
with decaying corpses, as a threat to 
anyone who defied Rome's 
authority—including Christians 
who refused sacrifice to Roman 
gods. Although believers spoke of 
the cross as the instrument of 
salvation, it seldom appeared in 
Christian art unless disguised as an 
anchor or the Chi-Rho until after 
Constantine's edict of toleration. 

"How splendid the cross of Christ!  
It brings life, not death; light, not darkness; 
Paradise, not its loss. It is the wood on 
which the Lord, like a great warrior, was 
wounded in hands and feet and side, but 
healed thereby our wounds. A tree has 
destroyed us, a tree now brought us life"  
(Theodore of Studios). 
 

 “I SHALL BE THERE WITH THEM.” 

Every Christian community experiences 

difficulties in one form or another. 

Misunderstandings occur, divisions 

arise. Today’s Gospel reminds  us that 

Christ is present in our communities 

even when they are broken, when only 

two or three meet in his name. Healing 

occurs when we seek to embody in our 

communities the qualities of Christ, 

especially forgiveness and mutual love. 

 

 

REFLECTION 
‘O That today you would listen to his 

voice. Harden not your hearts.’ 
From a spiritual point of view, 

hardness of heart is one of the worst 
things that can happen to anyone.  

To adopt a hard-hearted attitude is to 
maim oneself.  

A hard heart can’t feel,  
can’t respond, can’t love.  

A hard heart can’t experience joy.  
A hard heart is a closed heart.  
A hard heart is a barren heart.  

A soft heart,  
on the other hand  

is a blessing.  
A soft heart can receive  

and can respond.  
It can be saddened  

but it can also be deliriously happy. 
Softened by the rain of God’s grace,  
and warmed by the sun of his love,  

the human heart can be turned  
from a desert into a garden. 

 

 
LISTEN TO GOD’S VOICE TODAY 

Psalm 94 is a hymn of praise 
introducing the people to God’s 
presence. It served to remind the 
Jewish people as they came into the 
temple that they were entering a 
sacred place. When we gather for 
liturgy we too come into the presence 
of God in a special way. As Jesus tells 
us in today’s Gospel, ‘where two or 
three meet in my name, I shall be 
there with them’. 

Our awareness of God’s presence 
fills us with both joy and a sense of 
humble awe. We bow before God 
and sing God’s praises. Such songs 
and gestures have meaning only if 
we have a genuine desire to listen to 
God’s voice. If we come to liturgy 
with hardened hearts, our songs and 
gestures are mere hypocritical show. 

In the liturgy God speaks to us in 
many ways – in the scripture 
readings, the prayers, the silences, 
the hymns, the ministers and the 
worshipping community, even in the 
baby crying a few pews away. ‘Lord, 
what are you saying to me in this 
disturbance?’, we might pray. 

God speaks to us in other ways as 
well – in the brother or sister who 
courageously calls us back to God; in 
the prophets who stand sentry for 
our society and point out where we 
are going wrong, often at great 
personal cost; in the members of our 
community who seek to reconcile 
differences. 

O that today we will listen to God’s 
voice! 
                                                          Michael Goonan SSP 



September 15 
Our Lady of Sorrows 

For a while there 
were two feasts  
in honour of  
the Sorrowful 
Mother: one 
going back to the 
15th century, the 
other to the 17th 
century. Both 
were celebrated 

by the universal Church: one on the 
Friday before Palm Sunday, the other  
in September. The principal biblical 
references to Mary's sorrows are in  
Luke 2:35 and John 19:26-27. The Lucan 
passage is Simeon's prediction about a 
sword piercing Mary's soul; the 
Johannine passage relates Jesus' words 
to Mary and to the beloved disciple. 
Many early Church writers interpret the 
sword as Mary's sorrows, especially as 
she saw Jesus die on the cross. Thus, the 
two passages are brought together as 
prediction and fulfilment. S.Ambrose in 
particular sees Mary as a sorrowful yet 
powerful figure at the cross. Mary stood 
fearlessly at the cross while others fled. 
Mary looked on her Son's wounds with 
pity, but saw in them the salvation of the 
world. As Jesus hung on the cross, Mary 
did not fear to be killed but offered 
herself to her persecutors. 
John's account of Jesus' death is highly 
symbolic. When Jesus gives the 
beloved disciple to Mary, we are 
invited to appreciate Mary's role in the 
Church: She symbolizes the Church; 
the beloved disciple represents all 
believers. As Mary mothered Jesus, she 
is now mother to all his followers.  

"At the cross her station keeping, 
Stood the mournful mother weeping, 
Close to Jesus to the last. 
Through her heart, his sorrow sharing, 
All his bitter anguish bearing, 
Now at length the sword has passed." 
(Stabat Mater)  
 

September 16  
Ss. Cornelius and Cyprian  
Cornelius d. 253.  

There was no 
pope for 14 
months after 
the martyrdom 
of S.Fabian 
because of the 
intensity of the 
persecution of 
the Church. 
During the 

interval, the Church priests and of good 
men." 

The greatest problem of Cornelius's 
two-year term had to do with the 
Sacrament of Penance and centred on 
the readmission of Christians who had 
denied their faith during the time of 
persecution. Two extremes were finally 
both condemned. Cyprian, primate of 
Africa, appealed to the pope to confirm 
his stand that the relapsed could be 
reconciled only by the decision of the 
bishop. 

In Rome, however, Cornelius met with 
the opposite view. After his election, a 
priest named Novatian (one of those 
who had governed the Church) had 
himself consecrated a rival bishop of 
Rome. He denied that the Church had 
any power to reconcile not only the 
apostates, but also those guilty of 
murder, adultery, fornication or second 
marriage!  Cornelius had the support of 
most of the Church (especially of 

Cyprian of Africa) in condemning 
Novatianism, though the sect persisted 
for several centuries. Cornelius held a 
synod at Rome in 251 and ordered the 
"relapsed" to be restored to the Church 
with the usual "medicines of 
repentance." 

The friendship of Cornelius and 
Cyprian was strained for a time  
when one of Cyprian's rivals made 
accusations about him. But the  
problem was cleared up. 

A document from Cornelius shows  
the extent of organization in the  
Church of Rome in the mid-third 
century: 46 priests, seven deacons,  
seven subdeacons. It is estimated  
that the number of Christians totalled 
about 50,000. 

Cornelius died as a result of the 
hardships of his exile in what is now 
Civitavecchia (near Rome). 

Cyprian d. 258. 
Cyprian is important in the  
development 
of Christian 
thought 
and practice 
in the third 
century,  
especially in 
northern 
Africa. 

Highly educated, a famous orator,  
he became a Christian as an adult. He 
distributed his goods to the poor, and 
amazed his fellow citizens by making  
a vow of chastity before his baptism. 
Within two years he had been ordained 
a priest and was chosen, against his will, 
as Bishop of Carthage (near Tunis). 

Cyprian complained that the peace the 
Church had enjoyed had weakened the 
spirit of many Christians and had 

opened the door to converts who did 
not have the true spirit of faith.  

When the Decian persecution began, 
many Christians easily abandoned the 
Church. It was their reinstatement that 
caused the great controversies of the 
third century, and helped the Church 
progress in its understanding of the 
Sacrament of Penance. Novatus, a 
priest who had opposed Cyprian's 
election, set himself up in Cyprian's 
absence (he had fled to a hiding place 
from which to direct the Church—
bringing criticism on himself) and 
received back all apostates without 
imposing any canonical penance. 
Ultimately he was condemned. 
Cyprian held a middle course, holding 
that those who had actually sacrificed 
to idols could receive Communion 
only at death, whereas those who had 
only bought certificates saying they 
had sacrificed could be admitted after a 
more or less lengthy period of penance. 
Even this was relaxed during a new 
persecution. 

During a plague in Carthage, he urged 
Christians to help everyone, including 
their enemies and persecutors. He was 
exiled by the emperor and then 
recalled for trial. He refused to leave 
the city, insisting that his people 
should have the witness of his 
martyrdom. 

Cyprian was a mixture of kindness  
and courage, vigour and steadiness.  
He was cheerful and serious, so that 
people did not know whether to love 
or respect him more. He waxed warm 
during the baptismal controversy; his 
feelings must have concerned him, for 
it was at this time that he wrote his 
treatise on patience. S.Augustine 
remarks that Cyprian atoned for his 
anger by his glorious martyrdom. 


