
Next Sunday: 10th September 2017AD 

 Ordinary Sunday 23 

9.00 am Sung Mass 

5.30 pm Mass 

 

  The Anglican Parish of  
S.Stephen 

                 Box17, Adamstown 2289 

 Priest: Father Chris Bird 

Tel: 4957 1895; Mobile 0413001109 

Web: www.sstephens.org.au 

Email: frccb@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

Flowers Today  
are given to God’s glory  

and in loving memory of  

Adelaide Clarke  
Obit 28th August 1991 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Week 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 

 Mass at 7.30am;  

Wednesday 5.30pm, Saturday 8.00am 

Monday 4th  

The Lord comes to judge the earth. 

 Tuesday 5th  

I believe that I shall see the good things  

of the Lord in the land of the living. 

Wednesday 6th  

I trust in the kindness of God for ever. 

1.30pm Women’s Guild 

Thursday 7th    

The Lord has made known his salvation. 

10am Healing Mass @ S.Peter’s Hamilton 

Friday 8th  

Birth of the Virgin Mary  
With delight I rejoice in the Lord. 

Saturday 9th  
S.Peter Claver, Priest  

God himself is my help. 

 

Entrance Hymn 

Lift high the cross,  

the love of Christ proclaim, 

Till all the world adore  

His sacred Name. 

Come, people, follow  

where our captain trod, 

our King victorious,  

Christ the Son of God! 
Refrain 

Led on their way  

by this triumphant sign, 

The hosts of God  

in conquering ranks combine. 
Refrain 

Each newborn servant  

of the Crucified 

Bears on their brow  

the seal of Him who died. 
Refrain 

From north and south,  

from east and west they raise 

in growing unison  

their song of praise: 
Refrain 

O Lord, once lifted  

on the glorious tree, 

As Thou hast promised,  

draw the world to Thee. 
Refrain 

So shall our song  

of triumph ever be: 

Praise to the Crucified  

for victory.  
Refrain 

 

 

Final Hymn 
Stand up, stand up for Jesus,  

ye soldiers of the cross; 

Lift high His royal banner,  

it must not suffer loss. 

From victory unto victory  

His army He shall lead, 

Till every foe is vanquished,  

and Christ is Lord indeed.  

Stand up for Jesus, 

ye soldiers of the cross; 

Lift high His royal banner,  

it must not, it must not suffer loss. 

Stand up, stand up for Jesus, 

the trumpet call obey; 

Forth to the mighty conflict,  

in this His glorious day. 

Ye that are brave now serve Him 

against unnumbered foes; 

Let courage rise with danger,  

and strength to strength oppose. 

Stand up, stand up for Jesus; 

stand in his strength alone; 

the arm of flesh will fail you, 

ye dare not trust your own: 

put on the Gospel armour, 

each piece put on with prayer, 

where duty calls, or danger, 

be never wanting there. 

Stand up, stand up for Jesus,  

the strife will not be long; 

This day the noise of battle,  

the next the victor’s song. 

To him who overcometh  

a crown of life shall be; 

They with the King of Glory  

shall reign eternally. 

 

The Blessing 
The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 

May God who calls us to take up the cross each 

day give us the strength and grace to do so.  

And may the blessing of almighty God,  

the Father, and the Son, + and Holy Spirit, 

come down on you and remain with you  

for ever. Amen. 

Go in peace glorifying the Lord by your life. 

Thanks be to God. 

Women’s Guild 

meets this Wednesday at 1.30pm. 

Healing Mass 

Thursday at 10am at S.Peter’s Hamilton. 

Mission Event  

join us at ‘Cirque Café’, 8 Bolton St,  

next Sunday 10th September at 2pm,  

for soup and afternoon tea, $25 per head. 

All proceeds to our Mission Target.  

Please see Laurie Tabart to book.  

 

“YOU HAVE SEDUCED ME, LORD!” 
The prophet Jeremiah was captivated 
by God. His attachment meant that he 
suffered greatly at the hands of God’s 
enemies but he also experienced a fire 
within, lit by God’s love, that urged 
him on. We too can follow Jesus 
wholeheartedly only if we are 
captivated by him. Like Peter, we may 
remonstrate with Jesus as we struggle 
to understand his ways, but we will 
follow him faithfully along the way of 
the cross to the fullness of life. 



 

 

Lord's Prayer 

At the Saviour’s command and formed  

by divine teaching we dare to say: 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread,  

and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us,  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power  

and the glory are yours,  

now and forever. Amen. 
Breaking of Bread  
We who are many are one body in Christ 

For we all share in the one bread. 

Lamb of God you take away the sins  

of the world: Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God you take away the sins  

of the world: Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God you take away the sins  

of the world: Grant us peace. 

Behold the Lamb of God, behold him  

who takes away the sins of the world.  

Blessed are those who are called to  

the supper of the Lamb. 

Lord, I am not worthy that you should 

enter under my roof, but only say the  

word and my soul shall be healed. 

 

       

Communion: How great is the goodness, 

Lord, that you keep for those who fear you. 

Prayer: Renewed by this bread from the 

heavenly table, we beseech you, Lord, that, 

being the food of charity, it may confirm  

our hearts and stir us to serve you in our 

neighbour. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Father, we offer ourselves to you as a 

living sacrifice through Jesus Christ 

our lord. Send us out in the power of 

your Spirit to live and work to your 

praise and glory. Amen. 

 

Reflection 
There is a way of losing by gaining.  

You can win an argument  

but lose a friend.  

Through competition and promotion  

I may advance in my profession,  

but in terms of relationships  

I am impoverished.  

My energies are so focused  

on efficiency and success  

that I haven’t time  

to grow emotionally  

and to develop  

my capacity for relationships.  

In one’s drive to attain power,  

a person may sacrifice  

friendship and loyalty,  

so much that one  

ends up alone.  

Lord, let me never forget your 

haunting words:  

‘What good will it do you to gain the 

whole world if you lose your soul?’ 

 

 

Entrance: Have mercy on me, O Lord, 

for I cry to you all the day long. O Lord, 

you are good and forgiving, full of mercy  

to all who call to you.  

+ In the Name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
Penitential Rite  
Remembering those times when we have  

not taken up our cross, let us turn to God  

for mercy and forgiveness.  

Lord, you call us out of darkness into light. 

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, you call us to take up our cross  

and follow you.  

Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, with you there is plentiful redemption. 

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

+ Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive  

us our sins and bring us to everlasting life.  

                                                       Amen. 

Gloria in Excelsis      

Glory to God in the highest and on  

earth peace to people of good will. 

We praise you, we bless you,  

we adore you, we glorify you,  

we give you thanks for your great glory 

Lord God, heavenly King,  

O God, almighty Father. Glory to God...  

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God,  

Son of the Father, you take away  

the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  

you take away the sins of the world, 

receive our prayer; you are seated  

at the right hand of the Father,  

have mercy on us.    Glory to God … 

For you alone are the Holy One,  

you alone are the Lord,  

you alone are the Most High,  

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father.                                  

Glory to God … Amen. 

Collect 
God of might, giver of every good gift,  

put into our hearts the love of your name,  

so that, by deepening our sense of reverence, 

you may nurture in us what is good and,  

by your watchful care, keep safe what you 

have nurtured. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

your Son, who lives and reigns with you in  

the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,  

for ever and ever.  Amen. 

Today’s Readings 
First Reading Jeremiah 20:7-9 

The prophet laments the derision he suffers  

for God’s sake. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Second Reading Romans 12:1-2  

Paul reminds us that our minds can be renewed 

by Christ and so look at the world anew. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 Gradual Hymn 
“Take up thy cross,” the Saviour said, 

“If thou wouldst My disciple be; 

Deny thyself, the world forsake, 

And humbly follow after Me.” 

Take up thy cross then in His strength, 

And calmly sin’s wild deluge brave, 

’Twill guide thee to a better home, 

It points to glory o’er the grave. 

Take up thy cross and follow Christ, 

Nor think til death to lay it down; 

For only those who bear the cross 

May hope to wear the glorious crown. 

 

The Holy Gospel 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according 

to S.Matthew 16:21-27 

+ Glory to you + Lord Jesus Christ + 

Jesus emphasised the centrality of the cross  

in his own life and in ours. 

The Gospel of the Lord: 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 



 

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God,  

the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light,  

True God from True God,  

begotten, not made,  

of one being with the Father.  

Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven:  

by the power of the Holy Spirit  

He became incarnate from the  

Virgin Mary, and was made man.  

For our sake he was crucified  

under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven and is  

seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to  

judge the living and the dead,  

and his Kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father  

and the Son.  

With the Father and  

the Son he is worshipped and glorified.  

He has spoken through the Prophets.  

We believe in One Holy Catholic  

and Apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism  

for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection  

of the dead, and the life of the  

world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful  

Let us turn to the Lord in prayer. 

+ For our Diocese as we seek a new 

Bishop: that God would raise up a good  

and holy pastor to shepherd our people.  

Lord, hear us: Lord, hear our prayer.  

+ For all the Church: that we may be 

transformed in mind, heart, and spirit 

through sacrificial sharing and by 

surrendering ourselves to God’s mercy. 

+ For peace in our world and an end to all  

acts of aggression and terrorism.  

+ For the grace to bear the cross: that we 

may embrace the way of Christ in all that  

we do.  

+ For all who are sick in body, mind or 

spirit, and those who care for them: may  

they receive light, peace and joy. We pray for: 

Dianne Johnson, John & Norma McLeod, 

Tony Cupit, Julie Morris, Joan Houston, 

Dianne Taylor, Brenda Daish, Joyce Searl 

David Choon, Stephanie Bower, Colin Lee 

Moira Oliver, Jocelyn Caddies, Lani Fear, 

Ruth Margetich, Pam Platts, Ruth Jones, 

Alex Salomon, Madge Hoy, Linda Frost,  

Helen Waterhouse, Barbara Winter,  

Sr Pamela Elam, 

+ For those who have died, especially: 

Rhonda Greig, Denis Bird,  

those whose memorials adorn our Church  

and all whose anniversary occurs at this time: 

Ethel Armstrong, Josie Lowe,  

Dulcie Jones, James Saunders,  

May they experience the peace and joy  

of your kingdom. 

+ Rejoicing in the company and prayers of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary, S.Stephen our 

Patron, and all the saints we offer in silence 

our own needs and thanksgivings.  

Lord, hear our prayers, give us the mind of 

Christ, that we may know your will  

and live our lives in joyful hope, through 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Greeting of Peace 
We are the Body of Christ 
His Spirit is with us. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

And also with you. 

 

Offertory Hymn 
When I survey the wondrous cross 

On which the Prince of glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss, 

And pour contempt on all my pride. 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 

Save in the death of Christ my God! 
All the vain things that charm me most 

I sacrifice them to His blood. 

See from His head, His hands, His feet, 

Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 

Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 

Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

His dying crimson, like a robe, 

Spreads o’er His body on the tree; 

Then I am dead to all the globe, 

And all the globe is dead to me. 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

That were a present far too small; 

Love so amazing, so divine, 

Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

To Christ, who won for sinners grace 

By bitter grief and anguish sore, 

Be praise from all the ransomed race 

Forever and forevermore. 

Prayer over the Gifts 
Pray my brothers and sisters that my 

sacrifice and yours may be acceptable  

to God, the almighty Father. 
May the Lord accept the sacrifice  

at your hands for the praise and  

glory of his name, for our good,  

and the good of all his holy Church. 

May this sacred offering, O Lord, confer on 

us always the blessing of salvation, that 

what it celebrates in mystery it may 

accomplish in power. Through Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

Liturgy of the Eucharist  
The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him  

thanks and praise. 

The Preface is sung, after which all sing 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts, 

Heaven and earth  

are full of your glory 

Hosanna in the Highest. 

Blest is he who comes  

In the Name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the Highest. 

The Eucharistic prayer continues 
The mystery of faith: 

Christ has Died:  Christ is Risen: 
Christ will come again. 

The Prayer concludes:  
in songs of never ending praise: 

Blessing & honour & glory & power  

are yours forever and ever. Amen.  



Challenges of Discipleship 

As Jeremiah pours out his heart to 

the Lord we can find ourselves 

somewhat embarrassed by his 

candour. It is as though we are 

eavesdropping on a very personal 
and private conversation between 

the suffering prophet and the God 

who has commissioned him. There 

is an enormous battle in the heart 

of Jeremiah as he wrestles with the 
message he must proclaim, and the 

impact his preaching has on his 

own life. 

Last week Peter was praised 
because he had come to 

understand that Jesus was the 

Christ, the Son of the living God. 

Now he has to learn what the 

consequences are for Jesus and 
then for those who follow in his 

footsteps as disciples. His well 

meaning attempt to protect Jesus is 

misguide and like Jeremiah he has 

to struggle to accept the 

paradoxical and costly ways of God. 

The Christians of Rome are 

encouraged by Paul to continue 

with the struggle to live the life of 

faith in a world which did not share 
their values and vision. In a world 

where there were many temples, 

gods and sacrificial banquets, Paul 

goes to the heart of the matter 

when he calls for an offering of 
one’s life as a living sacrifice to God. 

All of the readings for today 

converge in laying the challenge 

before us of not losing heart even 
though at times the difficulties 

might seem beyond our strength. 

Making our own the mind of Christ 

is not easy, but then it never was. 

 

This Week’s Holy Days 
September 8 

Nativity of the 

Blessed Virgin 

Mary 

The Church has 

celebrated Mary's 

birth from its 

earliest days.  

The Holy 

Scriptures do not 

give an account  

of Mary's birth. However, the apocryphal 

Protoevangelium of James fills in the gap. 

This work has minimal historical value, but 

does reflect the development of Christian 

piety. It records that Anna and Joachim are 

infertile but pray for a child. They receive 

the promise of a child that will advance 

God's plan of salvation for the world. Such 

a story (like many biblical counterparts) 

stresses the special presence of God in 

Mary's life from the beginning. 

S.Augustine connects Mary's birth with 

Jesus' saving work. "She is the flower of the 

field from whom bloomed the precious lily 

of the valley. Through her birth the nature 

inherited from our first parents is changed." 

The collect at Mass speaks of the birth of 

Mary's Son as the dawn of our salvation and 

asks for an increase of peace. We can see 

every human birth as a call for new hope in 

the world; a new child has the potential to 

be a channel of God's love and peace to the 

world. This is true in a magnificent way in 

Mary. If Jesus is the perfect expression of 

God's love, Mary is the fore- shadowing of 

that love. If Jesus has brought the fullness 

of salvation, Mary is its dawning. 

"Today the barren Anna claps her hands for 

joy, the earth radiates with light, kings sing 

their happiness, priests enjoy every 

blessing, the entire universe rejoices, for 

she who is queen and the Father's 

immaculate bride buds forth from the stem 

of Jesse" (Byzantine Daily Worship). 

September 9 

S.Peter Claver 1581-1654 

Peter Claver left 

his homeland of 

Spain forever in 

1610 to be a 

missionary 

in the colonies  

of the New 

World. He sailed 

into Cartagena  

(now in 

Colombia),  

a rich port city  

on the Caribbean. 

He was ordained there in 1615. 

By this time the slave trade had been 

established in the Americas for nearly 100 

years, and Cartagena was a chief centre for 

it. Ten thousand slaves poured into the port 

each year after crossing the Atlantic from 

West Africa under conditions so foul and 

inhuman that an estimated one-third of the 

passengers died in transit. Although the 

practice of slave-trading was condemned  

by Pope Paul III and later labelled  

"supreme villainy" by Pius IX, it  

continued to flourish. 

Peter Claver's predecessor, Jesuit Father 

Alfonso de Sandoval, had devoted himself  

to the service of the slaves for 40 years 

before Claver arrived to continue his work, 

declaring himself "the slave of the Negroes 

forever." 

As soon as a slave ship entered the port,  

Peter Claver moved into its infested hold 

to minister to the ill-treated and exhausted 

passengers. After the slaves were herded  

out of the ship like chained animals and  

shut up in nearby yards to be gazed at by  

the crowds, Claver plunged in among them 

with medicines, food, bread, brandy,  

lemons and tobacco. 

With the help of interpreters he gave basic 

instructions and assured his brothers and 

sisters of their human dignity and God's 

saving love. 

During the 40 years of his ministry, Claver 

instructed and baptized an estimated 300,000 

slaves. 

His apostolate extended beyond his care for 

slaves. He became a moral force, indeed, the 

apostle of Cartagena. He preached in the city 

square, gave missions to sailors and traders as 

well as country missions, during which he 

avoided, when possible, the hospitality of the 

planters and owners and lodged in the slave 

quarters instead. 

After four years of sickness which forced the 

saint to remain inactive and largely neglected, 

he died on September 8, 1654. The city 

magistrates, who had previously frowned at his 

solicitude for the black outcasts, ordered that 

he should be buried at public expense and with 

great pomp. He was canonized in 1888. 

The Holy Spirit's might and power are 

manifested in the striking decisions and  

bold actions of Peter Claver. A decision  

to leave one's homeland never to return 

reveals a gigantic act of will difficult for  

us to imagine. Peter's determination to  

serve forever the most abused, rejected  

and lowly of all people is stunningly heroic. 

When we measure our lives against such a 

man's, we become aware of our own barely 

used potential and of our need to open 

ourselves more to the jolting power  

of Jesus' Spirit. 

Peter Claver understood that concrete service 

like the distributing of medicine, food or 

brandy to his black brothers and sisters could 

be as effective a communication of the word of 

God as mere verbal preaching. As Peter Claver 

often said, "We must speak to them with our 

hands before we try to speak to them with our 

lips." 

 

 


