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This Week 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 

 Mass at 7.30am;  

Wednesday 5.30pm, Saturday 8.00am 

Monday 28th  

S.Augustine, Bishop, Doctor 

Lord, teach me your decrees. 

Tuesday 29th  

Beheading of S.John the Baptist  
I will sing your salvation. 

Wednesday 30th  

You have searched me  

and you know me, Lord. 

Thursday 31st  

Fill us with your love, O Lord,  

and we will sing for joy! 

Friday 1st  

Let the just rejoice in the Lord. 

9.30am S.John’s Villa Mass 

Saturday 2nd  

The Lord comes  

to rule the earth with justice.  

8am Walsingham Cell 

Entrance Hymn 

Come, you people, come adore him 

God in Holy Trinity, 

God the Father, Son and Spirit, 

ever blessed unity. 

All your glory, God almighty, 

to the Son and Spirit given, 

ere upon the world's creation 

dawned the newborn  

light of heaven: 

Holy, holy, we adore you 

one in power, in nature one; 

God the Father, God the Spirit, 

God the co-eternal Son. 

By your Son the wide creation 

rose where chaos held its sway; 

by the Spirit, God Almighty 

swept eternal night away. 

Son, the Father's love revealing, 

Son, thro’ whom the Spirit came, 

blessed Godhead, endless glory 

be to your exalted name!  

 

  

 

Final Hymn 
Guide me, O Thou great Redeemer 

Pilgrim through this barren land. 

I am weak, but Thou art mighty; 

Hold me with Thy powerful hand. 

Bread of Heaven, Bread of Heaven, 

Feed me till I want no more; 

Feed me till I want no more. 

Open now the crystal fountain, 

Whence the healing stream doth flow; 

Let the fire and cloudy pillar 

Lead me all my journey through. 

Strong Deliverer, strong Deliverer, 

Be Thou still my Strength and Shield; 

Be Thou still my Strength and Shield. 

When I tread the verge of Jordan, 

Bid my anxious fears subside; 
Death of deaths, and hell’s destruction, 

Land me safe on Canaan’s side. 

Songs of praises, songs of praises, 

I will ever give to Thee; 

I will ever give to Thee. 
                                                            William Williams 1745 

 

The Blessing 
The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 

May almighty God bless you in his kindness 

and pour out saving wisdom upon you. Amen.  

May you be nourished in faith that you may 

persevere in holy deeds. Amen. 

May your steps be turned toward God that  

you may know the path of charity and peace. 

Amen. 

And may the blessing of almighty God,  

the Father, and the Son, + and Holy Spirit, 

come down on you and remain with you  

for ever. Amen. 

Go in peace glorifying the Lord by your life. 

Thanks be to God.

 

  

 

 

        
       
 

                 

‘WHO DO YOU SAY I AM?’ 

Jesus asks his disciples this question  
in today’s Gospel. He asks us the 
same question. He is not seeking a 
textbook response or for us to repeat 
what others have said about him.  
He wants to hear our personal 
response. May we answer his 
question as truthfully as possible,  
and then listen as he speaks to us. 

 

S.John’s Villa 

this Friday at 9.30am. 

Walsingham Cell 

The Cell of Our Lady of 

Walsingham meets this 

coming Saturday for Mass 

& breakfast at 8am.  

All welcome. 

Mission Event  

join us at ‘Cirque Café’, 8 Bolton St, 

Sunday 10th September at 2pm,  

for soup and afternoon tea, $25 per head.  

All proceeds to our Mission Target.  

Please see Laurie Tabart to book.  

 

 

 



 

 

Lord's Prayer 

At the Saviour’s command and formed  

by divine teaching we dare to say: 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread,  

and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us,  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power  

and the glory are yours,  

now and forever. Amen. 
Breaking of Bread  
We who are many are one body in Christ 

For we all share in the one bread. 

Lamb of God you take away the sins  

of the world: Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God you take away the sins  

of the world: Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God you take away the sins  

of the world: Grant us peace. 

Behold the Lamb of God, behold him  

who takes away the sins of the world.  

Blessed are those who are called to  

the supper of the Lamb. 

Lord, I am not worthy that you should 

enter under my roof, but only say the  

word and my soul shall be healed. 

 

       Holy Communion

Communion: The earth is replete with  
the fruits of your work, O Lord; you  
bring forth bread from the earth and  
wine to cheer the heart. 

Prayer: Complete within us, O Lord,  

we pray, the healing work of your mercy  

and graciously perfect and sustain us,  

so that in all things we may please you. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Father, we offer ourselves to you 

as a living sacrifice through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Send us out in 

the power of your Spirit to live 

and work to your praise and glory. 

Amen.  

 

Reflection 

Peter has been called  
a stumbling saint.  

He is a great consolation to us 
because courage fails us all.  
All of us are mere mortals, 

who are inconstant in our beliefs.  
We must learn to forgive ourselves 

momentary weaknesses and failures. 
We need to surmount these things 

and see the world in less rigid terms. 
We must not judge ourselves  

or others by momentary 
inconsistencies, but rather by 

commitment given over a long time. 
Jesus was well aware of Peter’s 

faults, but he saw that, in spite of 
everything, his heart was sound - 
which meant he had the ability to 

love. And, in the long run,  
love is what counts. 

Entrance: Turn your ear, O Lord, and  

answer me; save the servant who trusts  

in you, my God. Have mercy on me,  

O Lord, for I cry to you all the day long.  

+ In the Name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  
Penitential Rite 
God’s love for us is everlasting. Conscious 

that we do not always love as we should,  

let us humbly ask forgiveness for our sins. 

Lord, your name endures for ever. 

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

You heal the wounds of our sins. 

Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 

You bring salvation to all who believe in you. 

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
+ Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive  

us our sins and bring us to everlasting life.  

                                                       Amen. 

Gloria in Excelsis      

Glory to God in the highest and on  

earth peace to people of good will. 

We praise you, we bless you,  

we adore you, we glorify you,  

we give you thanks for your great glory 

Lord God, heavenly King,  

O God, almighty Father. Glory to God...  

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God,  

Son of the Father, you take away  

the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  

you take away the sins of the world, 

receive our prayer; you are seated  

at the right hand of the Father,  

have mercy on us.    Glory to God … 

For you alone are the Holy One,  

you alone are the Lord,  

you alone are the Most High,  

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father.  

                                 Glory to God … Amen. 

Collect 

O God, who cause the minds of the faithful 

to unite in a single purpose, grant your 

people to love what you command and to 

desire what you promise, that, amid the 

uncertainties of this world, our hearts may  

be fixed on that place where true gladness is 

found. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 

Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 

and ever.  Amen. 

Today’s Readings 
First Reading Isaiah 22:19-23 
Here we read about one man being dismissed 

from high office, and the keys of authority 

are passed to another. The New Testament 

applies this text to Jesus. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Second Reading Romans 11:33-36  
This is a hymn of praise to the wisdom of 

God, which is far too deep for us to fathom. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
You are Peter, the rock on which  

I will build my Church 

the gates of hell will not hold out against it. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 

The Holy Gospel 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according  

to S.Matthew 16:13-20 

+ Glory to you + Lord Jesus Christ + 

When S.Peter proclaims Jesus  

as the Christ, he speaks both  

for humanity and about  

humanity. Jesus is the  

meaning of the human race. 

The Gospel of the Lord: 

Praise to you,  

Lord Jesus Christ. 

 



 

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God,  

the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light,  

True God from True God,  

begotten, not made,  

of one being with the Father.  

Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven:  

by the power of the Holy Spirit  

He became incarnate from the  

Virgin Mary, and was made man.  

For our sake he was crucified  

under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven and is  

seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to  

judge the living and the dead,  

and his Kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father  

and the Son.  

With the Father and  

the Son he is worshipped and glorified.  

He has spoken through the Prophets.  

We believe in One Holy Catholic  

and Apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism  

for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection  

of the dead, and the life of the  

world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful  

In humble trust we place our needs before 

the Father whose name we praise. 

+ For our Diocese as we seek a new 

Bishop: that God would raise up a good  

and holy pastor to shepherd our people.  

Lord, hear us: Lord, hear our prayer.  

+ For all the Church: that we may be a 

community of welcome for all people. 

+ For those places torn by strife, war and 

terrorism: may they be places of rejoicing 

and peace. 

+ For ourselves: that we will have the 

courage to witness to Jesus and share our 

faith.  

+ For all who are in need: the terminally ill, 

those who grieve, and all who suffer in 

body, mind or spirit; may the power of your 

love heal and soothe them. We pray for: 

Dianne Johnson, John & Norma McLeod, 

Dianne Taylor, Bill Dafo, Tony Cupit, 

Ruth Margetich, Colin Lee, Julie Morris, 

Jocelyn Caddies, Helen Waterhouse, 

Moira Oliver, Lani Fear, Alex Salomon, 

Barbara Winter, Pam Platts, Ruth Jones,  

Madge Hoy, Lynda Cox, Linda Frost, 

Joyce Searl, David Choon,  

+ For those who have died: may they know  

the peace and joy of your kingdom, 

especially those who have died in recent 

days: Don Davies,  

all whose memorials adorn our Church and 

those whose anniversary occurs at this time:  

Gwen Fredericks, Adelaide Clarke,  

Ruth Butt,  

+ Rejoicing in the company and prayers of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary, S.Stephen our 

Patron, and all the saints we offer in silence 

our own needs and thanksgivings.  

Lord God, in your generous love you call us 

to share in the life of your kingdom. Trusting 

in your mercy and gracious love, we bring 

our prayers to you, through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

Greeting of Peace 
We are the Body of Christ 
His Spirit is with us. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

And also with you. 

 

Offertory Hymn 
“God everlasting,  

wonderful and holy, 

Father most gracious,  

we who stand before thee 

Here at thine altar,  

as thy Son has taught us, 

Come to adore thee. 

Countless the mercies  

thou has lavished on us,  

Source of all blessing  

to all creatures living, 

To thee we render,  

for thy love o’erflowing,  

Humble thanksgiving. 

Now in remembrance  

of our great Redeemer, 

Dying on Calvary,  

rising and ascending, 

Through him we offer  

what he ever offers, 

Sinners befriending. 

Strength to the living,  

rest to the departed, 

Grant, Holy Father,  

through this pure oblation; 

May the life-giving  

Bread for ever bring us 

Health and Salvation. 
                                             Harold Riley b1903 

 

Prayer over the Gifts 
Pray my brothers and sisters that my 

sacrifice and yours may be acceptable  

to God, the almighty Father. 
May the Lord accept the sacrifice  

at your hands for the praise and  

glory of his name, for our good,  

and the good of all his holy Church. 

O Lord, who gained for yourself a people 

by adoption through the one sacrifice 

offered once for all, bestow graciously on 

us, we pray, the gifts of unity and peace in 

your Church. Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Liturgy of the Eucharist  
The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him  

thanks and praise. 

The Preface is sung, after which all sing 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts, 

Heaven and earth  

are full of your glory 

Hosanna in the Highest. 

Blest is he who comes  

In the Name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the Highest. 

The Eucharistic prayer continues 
The mystery of faith: 

Christ has Died:  Christ is Risen: 

Christ will come again. 

The Prayer concludes:  
in songs of never ending praise: 

Blessing & honour & glory & power  

are yours forever and ever. Amen.  



August 29  

Beheading of John the Baptist  

The drunken oath  

of a king with a 

shallow sense of 

honour, a seductive 

dance and the 

hateful heart of  

a queen combined  

to bring about the 

martyrdom of John 

the Baptist.  

The greatest of 

prophets suffered the fate of so many  

Old Testament prophets before him:  

rejection and martyrdom.  

The “voice crying in the desert” did not 

hesitate to accuse the guilty, did not hesitate 

to speak the truth. But why?  

What possesses a man that he would  

give up his very life? This great religious 

reformer was sent by God to prepare the 

people for the Messiah. His vocation was 

one of selfless giving. The only power that 

he claimed was the Spirit of Yahweh.  

“I am baptizing you with water, for 

repentance, but the one who is coming after 

me is mightier than I. I am not worthy to 

carry his sandals. He will baptize you with 

the Holy Spirit and fire” (Matthew 3:11).  

Scripture tells us that many people followed 

John looking to him for hope, perhaps in 

anticipation of some great messianic power. 

John never allowed himself the false honour 

of receiving these people for his own glory. 

He knew his calling was one of preparation. 

When the time came, he led his disciples to 

Jesus: “The next day John was there again 

with two of his disciples, and as he watched 

Jesus walk by, he said, ‘Behold, the Lamb 

of God.’ The two disciples heard what he 

said and followed Jesus” (John 1:35-37).  

 

 

 

 

It is John the Baptist who has pointed the 

way to Christ. John’s life and death were 

a giving over of self for God and other 

people. His simple style of life was one  

of complete detachment from earthly 

possessions. His heart was centred on 

God and the call that he heard from the 

Spirit of God speaking to his heart. 

Confident of God’s grace, he had the 

courage to speak words of condemnation 

or repentance, of salvation. 

 

This Weeks Holy Days 

August 28 S.Augustine 354-430  

S.Augustine's 

complete 

conversion  

has been an 

inspiration to 

many who 

struggle with a 

particular vice  

or habit they  

long to break. 

This famous 

son of S.Monica was born in Africa and 

spent many years of his life in wicked living 

and in false beliefs. Though he was one of 

the most intelligent men who ever lived and 

though he had been brought up a Christian, 

his sins of impurity and his pride darkened 

his mind so much, that he could not see or 

understand the Divine Truth anymore. 

Through the prayers of his holy mother  

and the marvelous preaching of S.Ambrose, 

Augustine finally became convinced that 

Christianity was the one true religion.  

Yet he did not become a Christian then, 

because he thought he could never live a 

pure life. One day, however, he heard about 

two men who had suddenly been converted 

on reading the life of S.Antony, and he felt 

terrible ashamed of himself. "What are we 

doing?" he cried to his friend Alipius. 

"Unlearned people are taking Heaven by 

force, while we, with all our knowledge,  

are so cowardly that we keep rolling around 

in the mud of our sins!"  

Full of bitter sorrow, Augustine flung 

himself out into the garden and cried out to 

God, "How long more, O Lord? Why does 

not this hour put an end to my sins?" Just 

then he heard a child singing, "Take up and 

read!" Thinking that God intended him to 

hear those words, he picked up the book of 

the Letters of S.Paul, and read the first 

passage his gaze fell on. It was just what 

Augustine needed, for in it, S.Paul says to  

 

put away all impurity and to live in imitation  

of Jesus. That did it! From then on, Augustine 

began a new life.  

He was baptized, became a priest, a bishop, 

a famous writer, and one of the greatest saints 

that ever lived. He became very devout and 

charitable, too. On the wall of his room he had 

written in large letters: "Here we do not speak 

evil of anyone."  

S.Augustine overcame strong heresies, practiced 

great poverty and supported the poor, preached 

very often and prayed with great fervor right up 

until his death. "Too late have I loved Thee!" he 

once cried to God, but with his holy life he 

certainly made up for the sins he committed 

before his conversion.  

A Christian at 33, a priest at 36, a bishop  

at 41: many people are familiar with the 

biographical sketch of Augustine of Hippo, 

sinner turned saint. But really to get to  

know the man is a rewarding experience.  

There quickly surfaces the intensity with which 

he lived his life, whether his path led away  

from or toward God. The tears of his mother,  

the instructions of Ambrose and, most of all,  

God himself speaking to him in the Scriptures 

redirected Augustine’s love of life to a life  

of love.  

Having been so deeply immersed in creature-

pride of life in his early days and having drunk 

deeply of its bitter dregs, it is not surprising that 

Augustine should have turned, with a holy 

fierceness, against the many demon-thrusts 

rampant in his day. His times were truly 

decadent—politically, socially, morally.  

He was both feared and loved, like the Master. 

The perennial criticism levelled against him:  

a fundamental rigorism.  

In his day, he providentially fulfilled the office 

of prophet. Like Jeremiah and other greats, he 

was hard-pressed but could not keep quiet.  

“I say to myself, I will not mention him, I will 

speak in his name no more. But then it becomes 

like fire burning in my heart, imprisoned in my 

bones; I grow weary holding it in, I cannot 

endure it” (Jeremiah 20:9). 

 

Jesus rejects the inadequate ways in 
which others understand his role, 
and demands that his disciples 
speak for themselves. Peter replies 
with what no doubt was a solemn 
confessional formula of Matthew’s 
Church. Then Jesus reciprocates by 
conferring a new title on Peter. He 
will be the foundation-stone of the 
new people of God. The story shows 
that the primacy of Peter was not 
something that was invented by the 
Church later on. It went right back to 
the beginning, yes, to the mind and 
will of Jesus himself. The failures of 
bishops, archbishops and popes 
throughout history do not contradict 
Jesus’ promise that the gates of hell 
would not prevail against the 
Church. Peter himself failed the -
Lord. In giving authority to the man 
who denied him, Jesus wanted to 
show that he was establishing his 
Church not on human strength, but 
on his own love and faithfulness. 
The Church’s true foundation is 
Christ himself. Those who exercise 
leadership in the Church are his 
servants, not his substitutes. 

 


