
 Final Hymn 
I cannot tell how he whom angels worship 

should stoop to love the peoples of the earth, 

or why as shepherd he should seek the wanderer 

with his mysterious promise of new birth. 

But this I know, that he was born of Mary, 

when Bethlehem's manger was his only home, 

and that he lived at Nazareth and laboured, 

and so the Saviour, Saviour of the world, is come. 

I cannot tell how silently he suffered, 

as with his peace he graced this place of tears, 

or how his heart upon the cross was broken, 

the crown of pain to three and thirty years. 

But this I know, he heals the broken-hearted, 

and stays our sin, and calms our lurking fear, 

and lifts the burden from the heavy laden, 

for yet the Saviour, Saviour of the world, is here. 

I cannot tell how he will win the nations, 

how he will claim his earthly heritage, 

how satisfy the needs and aspirations 

of east and west, of sinner and of sage. 

But this I know, all flesh shall see his glory, 

and he shall reap the harvest he has sown, 

and some glad day his sun shall shine in splendour 

when he the Saviour, Saviour of the world, is known. 

I cannot tell how all the lands shall worship, 

when, at his bidding, every storm is stilled, 

or who can say how great the jubilation 

when every heart with perfect love is filled. 

But this I know, the skies will thrill with rapture, 

and myriad, myriad human voices sing, 

and earth to heaven, and heaven to earth, will answer: 

'At last the Saviour, Saviour of the world, is King!' 
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This Week 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 

 Mass at 7.30am;  

Wednesday 5.30pm, Saturday 8.00am 

Monday 21st  

S.Pius X  
For ever I will sing  

the goodness of the Lord. 

Tuesday 22nd  

The Queenship of Mary  
Blessed be the name  

of the Lord for ever. 

Wednesday 23rd  

S.Rose of Lima, Virgin 

Young men and women  

praise the name of the Lord. 

Thursday 24th  

S.Bartholomew, Apostle 

Your friends tell the glory  

of your kingship, Lord. 

Friday 25th  

S.Louis  

Happy are those who fear the Lord. 

Saturday 26th    

See how the Lord blesses those who fear him. 

 

 

Entrance Hymn  
Let us, with a gladsome mind, 

Praise the Lord, for He is kind. 

Refrain 

For His mercies aye endure, 

Ever faithful, ever sure. 

Let us blaze His Name abroad, 

For of gods He is the God.  

He with all commanding might 

Fil’d the new made world with light. 

He hath, with a piteous eye, 

Looked upon our misery. 

All things living He doth feed, 

His full hand supplies their need. 

Let us, with a gladsome mind, 

Praise the Lord, for He is kind. 
 

Entrance: Turn your eyes, O God,  

our shield; and look on the face of your 

anointed one; one day within your courts  

is better than a thousand elsewhere.  

+ In the Name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

 

 
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Blessing 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

May God the Father surround you with his love. Amen. 

May God the Son strengthen you with his presence. Amen. 

May God the Spirit enfold you with his peace. Amen. 

And may the blessing of almighty God, the Father, and the Son,  

+ and Holy Spirit, come down on you and remain with you  

for ever. Amen. 

Go in peace glorifying the Lord by your life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 



 

 

Prayer over the Gifts 
Pray my brothers and sisters that my 

sacrifice and yours may be acceptable  

to God, the almighty Father. 
May the Lord accept the sacrifice  

at your hands for the praise and  

glory of his name, for our good,  

and the good of all his holy Church. 

Receive our oblation, O Lord, by which 

is brought about a glorious exchange, 

that, by offering what you have given, 

we may merit to receive your very self. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Liturgy of the Eucharist  
The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him  

thanks and praise. 

The Preface is sung, after which all sing 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts, 

Heaven and earth  

are full of your glory 

Hosanna in the Highest. 

Blest is he who comes  

In the Name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the Highest. 

The Eucharistic prayer continues 
The mystery of faith: 

Christ has Died:  Christ is Risen: 
Christ will come again. 

The Prayer concludes:  
in songs of never ending praise: 

Blessing & honour & glory & power  

are yours forever and ever. Amen.  

Lord's Prayer 

At the Saviour’s command and formed  

by divine teaching we dare to say: 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread,  

and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us, 

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power  

and the glory are yours,  

now and forever. Amen. 

Breaking of Bread  
We who are many are one body in Christ 
For we all share in the one bread. 

Lamb of God you take away the sins  

of the world: Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God you take away the sins  

of the world: Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God you take away the sins  

of the world: Grant us peace. 

Behold the Lamb of God, behold him  

who takes away the sins of the world.  

Blessed are those who are called to  

the supper of the Lamb. 

Lord, I am not worthy that you should 

enter under my roof, but only say the  

word and my soul shall be healed. 
Holy Communion 

Communion:  With the Lord there is mercy; 

in him is plentiful redemption. 

Prayer: Made partakers of Christ through 

these Sacraments, we humbly implore your 

mercy, Lord, that, conformed to his image 

on earth, we may merit also to be his coheirs 

in heaven. Who lives and reigns for ever  

and ever. Amen. 

Father, we offer ourselves to you as a 

living sacrifice through Jesus Christ  

our Lord. Send us out in the power of 

your Spirit to live and work to your 

praise and glory. Amen.  

 

Penitential Rite 

Christ’s mission is universal, so is his mercy. 

Lord, you are gracious  

to all who call upon you. 

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, you look upon us with compassion. 

Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, you bring us salvation. 

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

+ Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive  

us our sins and bring us to everlasting life.  

                                                       Amen. 

Gloria in Excelsis      

Glory to God in the highest and on  

earth peace to people of good will. 

We praise you, we bless you,  

we adore you, we glorify you,  

we give you thanks for your great glory 

Lord God, heavenly King,  

O God, almighty Father. Glory to God...  

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God,  

Son of the Father, you take away  

the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  

you take away the sins of the world, 

receive our prayer; you are seated  

at the right hand of the Father,  

have mercy on us.    Glory to God … 

For you alone are the Holy One,  

you alone are the Lord,  

you alone are the Most High,  

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father.  

                                 Glory to God … Amen. 

Collect 

O God, who  have prepared for those who 

love you good things which no eye can see, 

fill our hearts, we pray, with the warmth of 

your love, so that, loving you in all things 

and above all things, we may attain your 

promises, which surpass every human 

desire. Through our Lord Jesus Christ,  

your Son, who lives and reigns with you  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,  

for ever and ever. Amen. 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading Isaiah 56:1, 6-7 
Isaiah, the great prophet of Israel,  

foresees a day of salvation for all people,  

Jews and foreigners alike.  

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Second Reading Romans 11:13-15, 29-32 
Paul, defender of the faith of Israel,  

is now the “apostle of the gentiles”.  

He looks forward to the day of unity.  

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  
 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
Jesus preached the Good News  

of the kingdom 

and healed all who were sick. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 

 

The Holy Gospel 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according 

to S. Matthew 15:21-28 

+ Glory to you + Lord Jesus Christ + 

The faith of a pagan women opens up  

the mission of Jesus to the world. 

The Gospel of the Lord: 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 



 

 
Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God,  

the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light,  

True God from True God,  

begotten, not made,  

of one being with the Father.  

Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven:  

by the power of the Holy Spirit  

He became incarnate from the  

Virgin Mary, and was made man.  

For our sake he was crucified  

under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven and is  

seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to  

judge the living and the dead,  

and his Kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father  

and the Son.  

With the Father and  

the Son he is worshipped and glorified.  

He has spoken through the Prophets.  

We believe in One Holy Catholic  

and Apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism  

for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection  

of the dead, and the life of the  

world to come. Amen.

 

Prayer of the Faithful  

Let us pray for the Church and the world  

as we thank the Lord for his goodness. 

+ For our Diocese as we seek a new 

Bishop: that God would raise up a good  

and holy pastor to shepherd our people.  

Lord, hear us: Lord, hear our prayer. 

+ For the Church throughout the world:  

may we offer welcome to all who seek  

the face of the Lord. 

+ For peace in our world and an end to all 

acts of terroism.   

+ For ourselves and those close to us: may 

we be grateful for the good things we enjoy, 

and be generous in sharing them with others.  

+ For the sick and suffering, the aged,  

house-bound and all who mourn: may they 

know the healing and consolation of Christ. 

We pray for: Dianne Johnson, Tony Cupit, 

John & Norma McLeod, Dianne Taylor,  

Ruth Margetich, Colin Lee, Julie Morris, 

Moira Oliver, Barbara Winter, Lani Fear 

Helen Waterhouse, Jocelyn Caddies,  

Pam Platts, Ruth Jones, Alex Salomon,  

Madge Hoy, Lynda Cox, Linda Frost, 

Joyce Searl, David Choon, Bill Dafo, 

+ For those who have died: Rae Coles,  

Rowan McKinnon, Beryl Clack,  

Dawn Aitkin,  

those whose memorials adorn our church 

and all whose anniversary occurs: Reg Hoy, 

Edith Hazard, Arthur Wade,  

Timothy Webber, Fr Brian Gill,   
may they rest in peace and rise in glory.  

+ Let us offer in silence our own needs and 

thanksgivings as we commend ourselves and 

all people to the prayers of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary, S.Stephen and all the Saints. 

Strengthen our hearts, Lord, and inspire us 

with the power of your Gospel. In the midst 

of this world’s conflicts may we be a humble 

and faithful witness to your love, through 

Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

Greeting of Peace 

We are the Body of Christ.  

His Spirit is with us. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

And also with you. 

 

Offertory Hymn 
All hail the power of Jesus' name! 

Let angels prostrate fall; 

bring forth the royal diadem, 

to crown him, crown him, crown him, 

crown him Lord of all! 

Crown him, ye morning stars of light, 

who fixed this floating ball; 

now hail the Strength of Israel's might, 

and crown him, crown him, crown him, 

crown him Lord of all! 

Crown him ye martyrs of your God, 

who from his altar call: 

extol the stem of Jesse's rod, 

and crown him, crown him, crown him, 

crown him Lord of all! 

Ye seed of Israel's chosen race, 

ye ransomed of the fall, 

hail him who saves you by his grace. 

and crown him, crown him, crown him, 

crown him Lord of all! 

Hail him, ye heirs of David's line, 

whom David Lord did call, 

the God incarnate, Man divine, 

and crown him, crown him, crown him, 

crown him Lord of all! 

Sinners, whose love can ne'er forget 

the wormwood and the gall, 

go spread your trophies at his feet, 

and crown him, crown him, crown him, 

crown him Lord of all! 

Let every tribe and every tongue 

responsive to his call, 

now shout in universal song 

and crown him, crown him, crown him, 

crown him Lord of all! 

 

 

 

The theme of the First Reading and the  
Gospel is that of inclusiveness. At the 
time Isaiah was writing there were lots 
of foreigners in Israel. The question 
arose as to whether or not the benefits 
of salvation should be extended to 
them. Isaiah gave a clear and positive 
answer: ‘“My house shall be called a 
house of prayer for all the peoples,” 
says the Lord.’ 

The early Church faced a similar 
problem with regard to the Gentiles. 
Matthew sees Jesus as having broken 
down the barrier between Jew and 
Gentile. Even though his own mission 
was restricted to Israel, Jesus did reach 
out to individual Gentiles such as the 
Canaanite woman. Hence, after  
the resurrection of Jesus, the early 
Church extended its mission to the 
Gentiles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘WOMAN, YOU HAVE GREAT FAITH!’ 

The Canaanite woman in today’s Gospel 

enjoyed no status in the eyes of the Jewish 

people of her time. She was someone to be 

scorned and ignored. Yet, in her deep love 

for her daughter and her great faith, she is  

a model of the true disciple of Jesus.  

She reminds us that what identifies us as 

Christians most fundamentally is our faith, 

our hope and our love. 

 



 

Woman, you have great faith. 

The Canaanite woman whose daughter 
was tormented by a devil came to 
Christ begging his help. Most urgently 
she cried out: Lord, have pity on me. 
My daughter is grievously tormented 
by a devil. 

Notice that the woman was a foreigner,  
a gentile, a person from outside the 
Jewish community. What was she then 
but a dog, unworthy to obtain her 
request? It is not fair, said the Lord,  
to take the children’s bread and give  
it to the dogs. 

Nevertheless, by perseverance she 
became worthy; for Christ not only 
admitted her to the same noble rank  
as the children, dog though she was,  
but he also sent her away with high 
praise, saying: Woman, you have great 
faith. Let it be as you desire. 

Now when Christ says: You have great 
faith, you need seek no further proof of 
the woman’s greatness of soul. You see 
that an unworthy woman became 
worthy by perseverance. 

Now would you like proof that we 
shall gain more by praying ourselves 
than by asking others to pray for us? 

The woman cried out and the disciples 
went to Christ and said: Give her what 
she wants—she is shouting after us. 
And he said to them: I was sent only  
to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 

But when the woman herself, still 
crying out, came to him and said: That 
is true, sir, and yet the dogs eat what 
falls from their master’s table, then he 
granted her request, saying: Let it be  
as you desire. 

Have you understood? 

 

When the disciples entreated him the 
Lord put them off, but when the woman 
herself cried out begging for this favour 
he granted it. 

And at the beginning, when she first 
made her request, he did not answer, 
but after she had come to him once, 
twice, and a third time, he gave her 
what she desired. By this he was 
teaching us that he had withheld the  
gift not to drive her away, but to make 
that woman’s patience an example for 
all of us. 

Now that we have learned these lessons, 
let us not despair even if we are guilty 
of sin and unworthy of any favour.  
We know that we can make ourselves 
worthy by perseverance. 

S.John Chrysostom  

 

John Chrysostom (c.347-407) was bom  

at Antioch and studied under Diodore of 

Tarsus, the leader of the Antiochene school 

of theology. After a period of great austerity 

as a hermit, he returned to Antioch where  

he was ordained deacon in 381 and priest  

in 386. From 386 to 397 it was his duty to 

preach in the principal church of the city, 

and his best homilies, which earned him  

the title “Chrysostomos” or “the golden-

mouthed,” were preached at this time. 

In 397 Chrysostom became patriarch of 

Constantinople, where his efforts to reform 

the court, clergy, and people led to his  

exile in 404 and finally to his death from  

the hardships imposed on him. 

Chrysostom stressed the divinity of Christ 

against the Arians and his full humanity 

against the Apollinarians, but he had no 

speculative bent. 

He was above all a pastor of souls, and  

was one of the most attractive personalities 

of the early Church. 

 

This Week’s Holy Days  

21 August  

Pius X 

Pius X is  

perhaps best 

remembered  

for his 

encouragement  

of the frequent 

reception of Holy 

Communion, 

especially by 

children. 

The second of 10 

children in a poor 

Italian family, 

Joseph Sarto became Pius X at 68. 

Ever mindful of his humble origin, he stated, 

“I was born poor, I lived poor, I will die 

poor.” He was embarrassed by some of the 

pomp of the papal court. “Look how they 

have dressed me up,” he said in tears to an 

old friend. To another, “It is a penance to  

be forced to accept all these practices. They 

lead me around surrounded by soldiers like 

Jesus when he was seized in Gethsemani.” 

Interested in politics, he encouraged Italians 

to become more politically involved. One  

of his first acts was to end the supposed 

right of governments to interfere by veto  

in papal elections—a practice that reduced 

the freedom of the 1903 conclave which  

had elected him. 

In 1905, when France renounced its 

agreement with the Holy See and threatened 

confiscation of Church property if 

governmental control of Church affairs  

were not granted, Pius X courageously 

rejected the demand. 

He denounced ill treatment of indigenous 

peoples on the plantations of Peru, sent a 

relief commission to Messina after an 

earthquake and sheltered refugees at his  

own expense. 

 

On the 11th anniversary of his election as 

pope, Europe was plunged into World War I. 

Pius had foreseen it, but it killed him. “This  

is the last affliction the Lord will visit on me. 

I would gladly give my life to save my poor 

children from this ghastly scourge.” He died 

a few weeks after the war began and was 

canonized in 1954. 

His humble background was no obstacle in 

relating to a personal God and to people 

whom he loved genuinely. He gained his 

strength, his gentleness and warmth for 

people from the source of all gifts, the Spirit 

of Jesus. In contrast, we often feel 

embarrassed by our backgrounds. Shame 

makes us prefer to remain aloof from people 

whom we perceive as superior. If we are in a 

superior position, on the other hand, we often 

ignore simpler people. Yet we, too, have to 

help “restore all things in Christ,” especially 

the wounded people of God. 

Describing Pius X, a historian wrote that  

he was “a man of God who knew the 

unhappiness of the world and the hardships  

of life, and in the greatness of his heart 

wanted to comfort everyone.” 

 An Irish wish 
God be good to you  

in all your days, 
God be kind to you  
in all your ways. 

God give strength to you  
when crosses lean, 

God send light to you,  
the clouds between. 

God give peace to you  
in times of strife, 

God bless everything  
that fills your life. 

God send joy to you  
when grief is o’er, 

God make way for you  
at Heaven’s door. 

 



August 22  

Queenship of Mary  
Mary’s 

queenship has 

roots in 

Scripture.  

At the 

Annunciation 

Gabriel 

announced  

that Mary’s Son 

would receive 

the throne of 

David and rule 

forever. At the 

Visitation, 

Elizabeth calls Mary “mother of my Lord.” 

As in all the mysteries of Mary’s life, Mary  

is closely associated with Jesus:  

Her queenship is a share in Jesus’ kingship.  

We can also recall that in the Old Testament  

the mother of the king has great influence in 

court. In the fourth century S.Ephrem called 

Mary “Lady” and “Queen” and Church 

Fathers and Doctors continued to use the title. 

Hymns of the eleventh to thirteenth centuries 

address Mary as queen: “Hail, Holy Queen,” 

“Hail, Queen of Heaven,” “Queen of 

Heaven.” The Dominican rosary and the 

Franciscan crown as well as numerous 

invocations in Mary’s litany celebrate her 

queenship. The feast is a logical follow-up  

to the Assumption and is now celebrated on 

the octave day of that feast. Mary deserves 

the title because she is Mother of God, 

because she is closely associated as the New 

Eve with Jesus’ redemptive work, because of 

her pre-eminent perfection and because of her 

intercessory power.  

As S.Paul suggests in Romans 8:28–30,  

God has predestined human beings from  

all eternity to share the image of his Son.  

All the more was Mary predestined to be  

the mother of Jesus. As Jesus was to be  

king of all creation, Mary, in dependence  

on Jesus, was to be queen. All other titles to 

queenship derive from this eternal intention 

of God. As Jesus exercised his kingship on  

earth by serving his Father and his fellow 

human beings, so did Mary exercise her 

queenship. As the glorified Jesus remains 

with us as our king till the end of time 

(Matthew 28:20), so does Mary, who was 

assumed into heaven and crowned queen of 

heaven and earth. 

The great Athanasius said: Mary is not only 

the Mother of God, but also can be properly 

and truly called Queen and Lady, since in 

fact the Christ who was born of the Virgin 

Mother is God and Lord and also King. It is 

to this Queen, therefore, that the Psalmist's 

words are applied, "The Queen takes her 

place at Your right hand in garments of 

gold." Thus Mary is rightly called Queen, 

not only of heaven, but also of the heavens, 

as the Mother of the King of Angels, and as 

the Bride and beloved of the King of the 

heavens.” ‘O Mary, most august Queen and 

most faithful Mother, to whom no one prays 

in vain who prays devoutly, and to whom 

all mortal men are bound by the enduring 

memory of so many benefits, again and 

again reverently I beseech you to accept and 

be pleased with every evidence of my 

devotion to you, to value the poor gift I 

offer according to the zeal with which it is 

offered, and to recommend it to your all-

powerful Son.’  

Writing to the Church at Ephesus, S.Paul 

urged the first Christians to focus on the 

deeper meaning of their discipleship. They 

were to be careful about the kinds of lives 

they were leading. They shouldn’t be 

known for superficial or thoughtless 

qualities. In word and deed they should 

convey a deeper sense of God’s Spirit.  

They ought to be people of profound 

thankfulness, such that their gratitude might 

overflow into praise and worship of the 

Father. Like an advertisement for the 

gospel, people should be able to look at 

them and see something more, see 

something of Christ’s own life. This same 

sentiment is echoed in the book of Proverbs. 

Exterior foolishness is to be left behind, so 

that the truly wise person will be seen as the 

It was a gift that they had to share with 

others. The Good News was that all are 

called to the holiness of being Christ’s 

members, by the gracious gift of God. The 

simple fact is that humanity is totally 

meaningless unless God is its total concern. 

Then humanity, made holy with God’s own 

holiness, becomes the most precious 

creation of God. 

August 25  

S. Louis of France 1226-1270 

At his 

coronation as 

king of 

France, Louis 

IX bound 

himself by 

oath to 

behave as 

God’s 

anointed, as 

the father of 

his people and 

feudal lord of 

the King of Peace. Other kings  

had done the same, of course. Louis was 

different in that he actually interpreted his 

kingly duties in the light of faith. After the 

violence of two previous reigns, he 

brought peace and justice. 

He was crowned king at 12, at his father’s 

death. His mother, Blanche of Castile, 

ruled during his minority. When he was  

19 and his bride 12, he was married to 

Marguerite of Provence. It was a loving 

marriage, though not without challenge. 

They had 11 children. 

Louis “took the cross” for a Crusade when 

he was 30. His army seized Damietta on 

the Nile but not long after, weakened by 

dysentery and without support, they were 

surrounded and captured. Louis obtained 

the release of the army by giving up the 

city of Damietta in addition to paying a 

ransom. He stayed in Syria four years. 

He deserves credit for extending justice in 

civil administration. He drew up regulations 

for his officials which became the first of a 

series of reform laws. He replaced trial by 

battle with a form of examination of witnesses 

and encouraged the beginning  

of using written records in court. 

Louis was devoted to his people, founding 

hospitals, visiting the sick and, like his patron 

S.Francis, caring even for people with 

leprosy. (He is one of the patrons of the 

Secular Franciscan Order.) Louis united 

France—lords and townsfolk, peasants and 

priests and knights—by the force of his 

personality and holiness. For many years the 

nation was at peace. 

Every day Louis had 13 special guests from 

among the poor to eat with him, and a large 

number of poor were served meals near his 

palace. During Advent and Lent, all who 

presented themselves were given a meal, and 

Louis often served them in person. He kept 

lists of needy people, whom he regularly 

relieved, in every province of his dominion. 

Disturbed by new Muslim advances in Syria, 

he led another crusade in 1267, at the age of 

41. His crusade was diverted to Tunis for his 

brother’s sake. The army was decimated by 

disease within a month, and Louis himself 

died on foreign soil at the age of 44. He was 

canonized 27 years later. 

Louis was strong-willed, strong-minded.  

His word was trusted utterly, and his courage 

in action was remarkable. What is most 

remarkable was his sense of respect for 

anyone with whom he dealt, especially the 

“humble folk of the Lord.” To care for his 

people he built cathedrals, churches, 

libraries, hospitals and orphanages.  

He dealt with princes honestly and equitably.  

He hoped to be treated the same way by the 

King of Kings, to whom he gave his life, his 

family and his country.  

  



one who walks closely with God along the 

path of understanding. Both the first and 

second readings invite us to look beyond first 

impressions, to search deeper into the inner 

significance of our lives of faith. Over the 

past few Sundays, we have heard Jesus 

describing himself as the bread that gives life 

to the world. Today’s gospel follows directly 

from this and, again, Jesus is the living bread 

that has come down from heaven. Such 

repetition is an indication  

of the importance of this phrase as a way  

for us to understand more about the 

significance of who Jesus is. That he is 

‘bread’ reveals him as the fundamental 

source of nourishment for our spiritual 

journey. He is the staple food that satisfies 

the hunger of our yearning for God. That 

Jesus is ‘living bread’ reminds us that this  

is food for growth, the fuel of a continuous 

and intensifying process that reaches into 

eternity. Jesus’ proclamation that whoever 

eats his flesh and drinks his blood will have 

eternal life is like an advertisement for every 

Mass. It would be impossible to hear Jesus’ 

words and not think of the Last Supper. 

There, for the first time, Jesus took the bread, 

blessed, broke, and gave it to his friends. 

There he first took the cup, blessed and 

shared it with them. Since that event, the 

Eucharist has been the place for us to taste 

and see that the Lord is good.  

In words attributed to S.Thomas Aquinas, the 

Eucharist is God with us here in hiding. It’s 

an encounter where our senses — our seeing, 

touching, and tasting — are all deceived. For 

the bread we eat is no mere bread, and the 

wine we drink is no mere wine — it has a 

deeper meaning. This is  

the real nourishment of Christ’s body and 

blood, the source of everlasting life. The 

Eucharist is the reminder of Christ crucified 

and risen, the living bread where God is 

revealed as food and drink for life, as food 

and drink for love. “Sometimes what you see 

isn’t all you get.” In the Eucharist we see 

bread and wine; what we encounter  

and receive is Jesus himself, the life of  

the world. 

August 23 

S. Rose of Lima 1586-1617 

The first 

canonized 

saint of the 

New World 

has one 

characteristic 

of all 

saints—the 

suffering of 

opposition— 

and another 

characteristic 

which is more for admiration than for 

imitation - excessive practice of 

mortification. 

She was born to parents of Spanish descent  

in Lima, Peru, at a time when South 

America was in its first century of 

evangelization. She seems to have taken 

Catherine of Siena (April 29) as a model, in 

spite of the objections and ridicule of 

parents and friends. The saints have so 

great a love of God that what seems bizarre 

to us, and is indeed sometimes imprudent, 

is simply a logical carrying out of a 

conviction that anything that might 

endanger a loving relationship with God 

must be rooted out. So, because her beauty 

was so often admired, Rose used to rub her 

face with pepper to produce disfiguring 

blotches. Later, she wore a thick circlet of 

silver on her head, studded on the inside, 

like a crown of thorns. 

When her parents fell into financial trouble, 

she worked in the garden all day and sewed 

at night. Ten years of struggle against her 

parents began when they tried to make 

Rose marry. They refused to let her enter a 

convent, and out of obedience she 

continued her life of penance and solitude 

at home as a member of the Third Order of 

S.Dominic. So deep was her desire to live 

the life of Christ that she spent most of her 

time at home in solitude. During the last 

few years of her life, Rose set up a room in 

the house where she cared for homeless  

children, the elderly and the sick. This was 

a beginning of social services in Peru. 

Though secluded in life and activity, she 

was brought to the attention of Inquisition 

interrogators, who could only say that she 

was influenced by grace. 

What might have been a merely eccentric  

life was transfigured from the inside. If we 

remember some unusual penances, we 

should also remember the greatest thing 

about Rose: a love of God so ardent that it 

withstood ridicule from without, violent 

temptation and lengthy periods of sickness. 

When she died at 31, the city turned out for 

her funeral. Prominent men took turns 

carrying her coffin. 

It is easy to dismiss excessive penances of 

the saints as the expression of a certain 

culture or temperament. But a woman 

wearing a crown of thorns may at least prod 

our consciences. We enjoy the most comfort-

oriented life in human history. We eat too 

much, drink too much, use a million gadgets, 

fill our eyes and ears with everything 

imaginable. Commerce thrives on creating 

useless needs on which to spend our money. 

It seems that when we have become most 

like slaves, there is the greatest talk of 

“freedom.” Are we willing to discipline 

ourselves in such an atmosphere? 

August 24  

S. Bartholomew  
In the New 

Testament, 

Bartholomew is 

mentioned only in 

the lists of the 

apostles. Some 

scholars identify 

him with 

Nathanael, a man 

of Cana in Galilee 

who was 

summoned to 

Jesus by Philip. Jesus paid him a great 

compliment: “Here is a true Israelite. There 

is no duplicity in him” (John 1:47b). When 

Nathanael asked how Jesus knew him, 

Jesus said, “I saw you under the fig tree”  

(John 1:48b). Whatever amazing revelation 

this involved, it brought Nathanael to exclaim, 

“Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the 

King of Israel” (John 1:49b). But Jesus 

countered with, “Do you believe because I told 

you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will 

see greater things than this” (John 1:50b).  

Nathanael did see greater things. He was one 

of those to whom Jesus appeared on the shore 

of the Sea of Tiberias after his resurrection 

(see John 21:1-14). They had been fishing all 

night without success. In the morning, they 

saw someone standing on the shore though no 

one knew it was Jesus. He told them to cast 

their net again, and they made so great a catch 

that they could not haul the net in. Then John 

cried out to Peter, “It is the Lord.” When they 

brought the boat to shore, they found a fire 

burning, with some fish laid on it and some 

bread. Jesus asked them to bring some of the 

fish they had caught, and invited them to come 

and eat their meal. John relates that although 

they knew it was Jesus, none of the apostles 

presumed to inquire who he was. This, John 

notes, was the third time Jesus appeared to the 

apostles.  
“Like Christ himself, the apostles were 

unceasingly bent upon bearing witness to  

the truth of God. They showed special courage 

in speaking ‘the word of God with boldness’  

(Acts 4:31) before the people and their rulers. 

With a firm faith they held that the gospel is  

indeed the power of God unto salvation for all 

who believe.... They followed the example of the 

gentleness and respectfulness of Christ”  

Bartholomew or Nathanael? We are 

confronted again with the fact that we know 

almost nothing about most of the apostles. Yet 

the unknown ones were also foundation 

stones, the 12 pillars of the new Israel whose 

12 tribes now encompass the whole earth. 

Their personalities were secondary (without 

being demeaned) to their great office of 

bearing tradition from their firsthand 

experience, speaking in the name of Jesus, 

putting the Word made flesh into human 

words for the enlightenment of the world. 

Their holiness was not an introverted 

contemplation of their status before God. 


