
 

 Entrance Hymn 
Thou didst leave Thy throne  

and Thy kingly crown, 

When Thou camest to earth for me; 

But in Bethlehem’s home  

was there found no room 

For Thy holy nativity. 

O come to my heart, Lord Jesus, 

There is room in my heart for Thee. 

Heaven’s arches rang  

when the angels sang, 

Proclaiming Thy royal degree; 

But of lowly birth didst  

Thou come to earth, 
And in great humility. Refrain 

The foxes found rest,  

and the birds their nest 

In the shade of the forest tree; 

But Thy couch was the sod,  

O Thou Son of God, 

In the deserts of Galilee. Refrain 

Thou camest, O Lord,  

with the living Word, 

That should set Thy people free; 

But with mocking scorn  

and with crown of thorn, 

They bore Thee to Calvary. Refrain 

When the heav’ns shall ring,  

and her choirs shall sing, 

At Thy coming to victory, 

Let Thy voice call me home,  

saying “Yet there is room, 

There is room at My side for thee.” 

My heart shall rejoice, Lord Jesus, 

When Thou comest & callest for me. 

Daily Mass will resume on  

Monday 3rd February 2014 

Entrance: After the Lord was baptised,  

the heavens were opened, and the Spirit 

descended upon him like a dove, and the 

voice of the Father thundered: This is my 

beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased. 

+ In the Name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Penitential Rite 
From the beginning Jesus stands shoulder to 

shoulder with sinners as he joins those who 

are to be baptised by John the Baptist. He 

stands with us now as we seek his mercy.  

Brothers and Sisters, let us acknowledge  

our sins, and so prepare ourselves to 

celebrate the sacred mysteries. 

Lord Jesus, you are the Way,  

leading us to the Father. 

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, you are the Truth,  

setting us free. 

Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, you are the Life,  

satisfying our deepest desires.  

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

+ May almighty God have mercy on us, 

forgives us our sins and bring us to 

everlasting life. Amen.  

Final Hymn 

Mine eyes have seen the glory  

of the coming of the Lord; 

He is trampling out the vintage  

where the grapes of wrath are stored 

He hath loosed the fateful lightning  

of His terrible swift sword; 

His truth is marching on. 

Glory! Glory! Alleluia! 

Glory! Glory! Alleluia! 

Glory! Glory! Alleluia!  

His truth is marching on. 

He has sounded forth the trumpet 

that shall never call retreat; 

He is sifting out the hearts of all 

before His judgment seat; 

Oh, be swift, my soul, to answer Him! 

be jubilant, my feet; 

Our God is marching on. 

Glory! Glory! …… 

Our God is marching on. 

In the beauty of the Lily  

Christ was born for all to see, 

With a glory in His bosom  

that transfigures you and me: 

As He died to make us holy,  

let us live to make all free; 

While God is marching on. 

Glory! Glory! Alleluia! ….. 

While God is marching on. 

He is coming like the glory  

of the morning on the wave, 

He is wisdom to the mighty,  

He is honour to the brave; 

So the world shall be His footstool, 

and the soul of wrong His slave, 

Our God is marching on. 

Glory! Glory! Alleluia!…… 

Our God is marching on. 

The Blessing  

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 

May the Father, who acknowledges us  

as his sons and daughters, fill us with  

humble pride. Amen. 

May Jesus, the Father’s beloved Son,  

be our inspiration and support. Amen. 

May the Holy Spirit, who has been  

with us since our baptism, strengthen  

and encourage us. Amen. 

And may almighty God bless you,  

the Father, the Son and the + Holy Spirit, 

Amen. 

Go in peace glorifying the Lord  

by your life. 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 
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 Prayer over the Gifts  
Pray my brothers and sisters that our  

sacrifice may be acceptable to God,  

the Almighty Father. 

May the Lord accept the sacrifice  

at your hands for the praise and  

glory of his name, for our good,  

and the good of all his holy Church. 

Accept, O Lord, the offerings we have  

brought to honour the revealing of your 

beloved Son, so that the oblation of your 

faithful may be transformed into the  

sacrifice of him who willed in his  

compassion to wash away the sins of  

the world; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Liturgy of the Eucharist  
The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him  

thanks and praise. 

The Preface is sung, after which all sing 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord,  

God of Power and Might, 

Heaven and earth  

are full of your glory 

Hosanna in the Highest. 

Blessed is he who comes  

In the Name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the Highest. 

The Eucharistic prayer continues 
The mystery of faith: 

Christ has Died:  Christ is Risen: 

Christ will come again. 

The Prayer concludes:  
in songs of never ending praise: 

Blessings & honour & glory & power  

are yours forever and ever. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer 
At the Saviour’s command and formed  

by divine teaching we dare to say: 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it  

is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against 

us, and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory  

are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 

Breaking of Bread  
We who are many are one body in Christ 
For we all share in the one bread. 

Lamb of God you take away the sins  

of the world: Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God you take away the sins  

of the world: Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God you take away the sins  

of the world: Grant us your Peace. 

Behold the Lamb of God, behold him  

who takes away the sins of the world.  

Blessed are those who are called to  

the supper of the Lamb. 

Lord, I am not worthy that you  

should enter under my roof,  

but only say the word  

and my soul shall be healed. 

Holy Communion 

Communion: Behold the One of whom John 

said: I have seen and testified that this is the 

Son of God.  

Prayer: Nourished with these sacred gifts, 

we humbly entreat your mercy, O Lord, that, 

faithfully listening to your Only Begotten 

Son, we may be your children in name and 

in truth; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Father, we offer ourselves to you as  

a living sacrifice through Jesus Christ 

our lord. Send us out in the power of 

your Spirit to live and work to your 

praise and glory. Amen.  

Gloria in Excelcis 

Glory be to God in heaven, 

Peace to those who love him well. 

On the earth let all his people 

Speak his grace, his wonders tell: 

Lord, we praise you for your glory, 

Mighty Father, heaven's King; 

Hear our joyful adoration, 

And accept the thanks we bring. 

Only Son of God the Father, 

Lamb who takes our sin away, 

Now with him in triumph seated --  

For your mercy, Lord, we pray: 

Jesus Christ, most high and holy, 

Saviour, you are God alone 

In the glory of the Father 

With the Spirit, Three in One! 

Opening Prayer 

Almighty ever-living God, who, when 

Christ had been baptised in the River Jordan 

and as the Holy Spirit descended upon him, 

solemnly declared him your beloved Son, 

grant that your children by adoption, reborn 

of water and the Holy Spirit, may always be 

well pleasing to you; through our Lord Jesus 

Christ your Son, who lives and reigns with 

you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7  
In the first of the “Suffering Servant” songs, 

God’s chosen one is described as gently 

bringing true justice to the nations.  
Second Reading Acts 10:34-38 
God has no favourites. Peter begins 

instructing the Gentile convert Cornelius 

with the story of Jesus’ baptism. 

 

Gradual Hymn 

The sinless one to Jordan came, 

and in the river shared our stain; 

God’s righteousness he thus fulfilled, 

and chose the path his Father willed. 

Up rising from the waters there, 

and Father’s voice did then declare 

that Christ, the Son of God, had come 

to lead his scattered people home. 

Above him see the heavenly Dove, 

the sign of God the Father’s love, 

now by the Holy Spirit shed 

upon the Son’s anointed head. 

How blest that mission then begun 

to heal and save a race undone! 

Straight to the wilderness he goes 

to wrestle with his people’s foes. 

O Christ, may we baptized from sin, 

go forth with you a world to win: 

grant us the Holy Spirit’s power 

to shield us in temptation’s hour. 

On you may all your people feed, 

and know you are the Bread indeed, 

who gives eternal life to those 

that with you died, and with you rose. 

 

The Holy Gospel 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according  

to S. Matthew 3:13-17 

+Glory to you +Lord Jesus Christ + 

Matthew’s account of Jesus’ baptism as our 

Lord begins his public ministry, identifies 

himself with our need for God, and receives 

the Father’s approval. 

The Gospel of the Lord: 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  

 



 Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God,  

the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light,  

True God from True God,  

begotten, not made,  

of one being with the Father.  

Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven:  

by the power of the Holy Spirit  

He became incarnate from the  

Virgin Mary, and was made man.  

For our sake he was crucified  

under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven and is  

seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to  

judge the living and the dead,  

and his Kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father  

and the Son.  

With the Father and the Son  

he is worshipped and glorified.  

He has spoken through the Prophets.  

We believe in One Holy Catholic  

and Apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism  

for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection  

of the dead, and the life of the  

world to come. Amen. 

Prayer of the Faithful 

Let us pray to our Father, praising and 

thanking him, as we set before him our 

needs and those of the world. 

For all Christian leaders, our clergy and 

people: that we may grow in understanding 

of the love and compassion of the Father, 

revealed to us through his Son, Jesus. 

Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer. 

For Christians everywhere: that we may live 

up to our faith and baptismal calling and 

achieve that unity for which Christ prayed. 

Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer. 

For those who are sick, sad or lonely: that 

they may find comfort in Jesus, God’s 

‘chosen one”, who himself experienced pain 

and loneliness, and that his heart is close to 

theirs. We pray especially for: Ruth Jones, 

Wendy Brown, Marjorie Richardson, 

Jim Turrell, Betty Weston, Lyn Dickson, 

Brian Steele, Fiona Davies, Kel Robinson,  

Christine Jones, Abbey Dowdell, 

Cassandra Winter,  Moira Oliver,  

Marj & Jim Timmins, Dianne Taylor, 

Dianne Johnson, Jocelyn Caddies,  

Peter & Mandy Stanton, Fr Graeme Sturt 

Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer. 

For the faithful departed, that they may  

have refreshment, light and peace, 

especially: Troy France,  

and all whose anniversary occurs at this 

time: Freda Turner, 

Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer. 

Now, in a moment of silence, we offer  

to you, Father, our own needs and 

thanksgivings as we commend ourselves  

and all people to the prayers of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary, S.Stephen our Patron, S.John 

the Baptist and all the Saints  

Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer. 

As we celebrate the baptism of your Son, 

Jesus, we give you thanks, Lord God, that 

through him you have revealed to us your 

boundless love and compassion. May we 

never cease to rejoice in you, together with 

the same Christ, our Lord. Amen.  

Greeting of Peace 

We are the Body of Christ 
His Spirit is with us. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

And also with you. 

 

 “I have come that 

you might have life 

and have it 

more abundantly 

do not fear 

my little children 

I have overcome 

the darkness 

the water 

that I shall give 

will turn into a 

spring inside you 

welling up to  

eternal life” 

Offertory Hymn 

There’s a light upon the mountains, 

And the day is at the spring, 

When our eyes shall see the beauty 

And the glory of the King: 

Weary was our heart with waiting, 

And the night watch seemed so long, 

But His triumph day is breaking 

And we hail it with a song. 

In the fading of the starlight 

We may see the coming morn; 

And the lights of men are paling 

In the splendours of the dawn; 

For the eastern skies are glowing 

As with light of hidden fire, 

And the hearts of men are stirring 

With the throbs of deep desire. 

There’s a hush of expectation 

And a quiet in the air 

And the breath of God is moving 

In the fervent breath of prayer; 

For the suffering, dying Jesus 

Is the Christ upon the throne, 

And the travail of our spirit 

Is the travail of His own. 

He is breaking down the barriers, 

He is casting up the way; 

He is calling for His angels 

To build up the gates of day: 

But His angels here are human, 

Not the shining hosts above; 

For the drum beats of His army 

Are the heartbeats of our love. 

Hark! we hear a distant music 

And it comes with fuller swell; 

’Tis the triumph song of Jesus, 

Of our King, Immanuel! 

Go ye forth with joy to meet Him! 

And, my soul, be swift to bring 

All thy sweetest and thy dearest 

For the triumph of our King! 



 All that righteousness demands 

Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be 

baptised by John. There is no hesitation here. 

Decisions have been made by Jesus to begin 

his ministry, and so he travels the length of 

Israel to come to the Jordan to be baptised by 

John the Baptist. However, the Baptist is 

unhappy that Jesus should submit himself to 

such a process. Recognising his subordinate 

place in God’s plans, he suggests that Jesus 

should be baptising him. But there is 

something deeper happening. John the Baptist 

is certainly only a forerunner, a part of the 

Old Testament, preparing the way for God’s 

new messianic age which will begin with 

Jesus of Nazareth. Now that Jesus is in the 

story, is it not fitting that the Baptist should 

stand aside? No, because, there is a larger 

plan of God behind Jesus’ story. Jesus’ 

ministry must be lived out within Israel, and 

in accordance with all righteousness. Jesus 

did not come to do away with the Law and 

the Prophets. He came to bring them to 

perfection. It is for this reason that Jesus  

tells John the Baptist that, ‘for the time being’ 

things must go along their established course. 

There will be a time in the future when things 

will change, when God’s ways with the world 

will be larger than the fulfilment of the 

Jewish law and the hopes of the Jewish 

prophets. God’s design is, however, that 

Jesus perfect all that was best in Israel.  

He will be slain for such a lifestyle, but  

that will open a new era in God’s saving 

presence to the world. The Baptist, as 

always open to the ways of God, consents 

to the word of Jesus and accepts the plan of 

God. Once both Jesus and John the Baptist 

have shown a preparedness to accept God’s 

design, then God makes it known that he is 

present in the man Jesus.  

In the ancient world, where God was 

understood as above the heavens and the 

human drama was being acted out ‘below’, 

the tearing open of the heavens indicated 

that heaven and earth were about to meet. 

Gently as a dove, the Spirit of God descends 

upon Jesus. A voice from heaven proclaims: 

‘This my beloved Son, with whom I am well 

pleased’. God’s pleasure comes from Jesus’ 

acceptance of his plans. How easy it would 

have been to accept the Baptist’s 

recognition, to take over the dominant role. 

But he did not, because Jesus must follow 

the plan of God. He must ‘do all that 

righteousness demands’. Jesus has already 

pleased God in his first public appearance. 

His story will go on pleasing God. As we 

move from the joyful celebration of the 

Christmass Season, the Church leads us into 

the Ordinary Sundays of the Year. Jesus’ 

response to the Baptist and God’s response 

to his openness to his plan instruct us as we 

are about to face the blessing and the 

problems, the joys and the pains, the hard 

work and the leisure, of the year that lies 

ahead. God’s pleasure will be with us if we, 

like Jesus, do our best ask what God might 

want of us. We too are asked to ‘do all that 

righteousness demands’. 

Thoughts from the early Church 

Gregory the Wonderworker   

When Jesus was baptized, the heavens were 

opened and the Spirit of God came upon him. 

I am the voice, the voice crying in the 

wilderness: Prepare the way for the Lord.  

So I cannot be silent, Lord, in your 

presence. I need to be baptized by you,  

and do you come to me? 

At my birth I took away my mother’s 

barrenness, and while still an infant I healed 

my father’s dumbness, for you gave me in 

childhood the gift of working miracles. 

But when you were born of the Virgin Mary, 

in the way you willed and in a manner 

known to you alone, you did not take away 

her virginity, but while preserving it intact 

you gave her in addition the name of 

“mother.” 

Her virginity did not hinder your birth, nor 

did your birth destroy her virginity. On the 

contrary, two opposites, motherhood and 

virginity, were easily united by you, because 

the laws of nature have their origin in you. 

I am a mere man, sharing in the grace of 

God, but you are both God and man because 

of your love for humankind. 

I need to be baptized by you, and do you 

come to me? You existed from the 

beginning, you were with God and you  

were God. You are the radiance of the 

Father’s glory, the perfect image of the 

perfect Father. 

You are the true light enlightening every 

person who comes into the world.  

You were in the world, yet you have come 

to where you were already. You have 

become flesh, but you have not been 

changed into flesh. You have lived among 

us, appearing to your servants in the likeness 

of a servant. 

You by your holy name have bridged 

heaven and earth, and do you come to me? 

You, so great, to such as I? King to herald, 

master to servant? 

You were not ashamed to be born within the 

lowly limits of our human nature, but I 

cannot pass its bounds. I know the distance 

between the earth and the Creator, between 

the clay and the potter. I know how far I, a 

lamp lit by your grace, am outshone by you, 

the Sun of Righteousness. 

You are concealed by the pure cloud of your 

body, but I still recognize your sovereignty.  

I acknowledge my servile condition;  

I proclaim your greatness. I admit your 

absolute authority, and my own lowly estate. 

I am unworthy to undo the strap of your 

sandal; how then could I dare to touch your 

immaculate head? 

How could I stretch out my hand over you, 

who stretched out the heaven like a tent,  

and set the earth upon the waters? How could 

I enlighten the light? 

Surely it is not for me to pray over you,  

for you are the one who receives the prayers 

even of those who have no knowledge of 

you. 

(Homily 4 on the Holy Manifestation) 

Gregory the Wonderworker (c.213-270)  

was born of  

pagan parents,  

but became a 

Christian after 

attending a course 

of lectures given 

by Origen at 

Caesarea in 

Palestine.  

A few years later 

Phoedimus,  

bishop of Amasea, 

consecrated him 

the first bishop of 

Neocaesarea. So successful was his 

preaching that by the time he died he had 

converted from paganism practically the 

whole of Pontus. Gregory’s panegyric on 

Origen provides valuable source material  

for the latter’s life and method of teaching. 

 


